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MR.ASHLEYMR.ASHLEY
Head of School
I hope this message finds the whole Berkeley community happy and
well.

It’s been a great first semester of the school year. With Covid
measures relaxed we have been able to return to business as usual,
with community events, performances, field trips, and sports all
taking place again. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
coaches, teachers, parents, and students who have made all of
these events possible. Creating a vibrant and engaging school
environment is a team effort, and I think we can all be proud of our
Berkeley team and its accomplishments so far this year.

Looking ahead to the second semester, we have the Spring Wellness
Festival, elementary overnight trips, secondary musical, and so much
more to look forward to. Combined with our normal schedule of classes
and study it makes for a busy semester, but the good kind of busy.

As always, my door is open if you have any questions or concerns,
or just want to say hello.
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MR.JAKEMR.JAKE
Secondary Principal
As we reach the final stages of the quarter before December break, I
would like to commend all of our secondary students for their efforts
and progress this semester. We are proud of the commitments they
have made to their studies and extracurricular activities, and their
results are testament to their hard work and abilities.

I would be remiss to not give a big shout out also to our secondary
teachers. I feel incredibly privileged to work with such dedicated
educators. They cannot be thanked enough for their efforts, passion,
and commitment.

I wish everyone a safe and restful break. May everyone enjoy some
sun (or snow, depending on your destination), quality family time, and
rest over the well-deserved break. I look forward to seeing everyone
fresh and rested in January!

MS.KARENMS.KAREN
Primary Principal
What a whirlwind of a semester!  It seems like just last week we were
kicking off the beginning of the school year. What a semester full of some
incredible memories.

It is wonderful to see the hallways full of smiling faces, new and old
friendships thriving and children having a great time at school. The
students have jumped back into their busy routines full of academics,
after school activities and sports.

To reflect on some of the great things that have happened this year so
far, a word that comes to mind is community. Our Berkley community is
very special and it has been so nice to see how everyone has welcomed
back the busy day to day schedule. Back to school Bingo night was a
great way to kick off the year and bring everyone together - with some
awesome prizes! Our ‘Swap till you Drop’ event was a big hit and shows
how much sustainability means to our community. Students have been
able to explore some new places off campus during their field trips. We
came together to celebrate kindness week. Our elementary students all
participated in the musical and our kindergarten students put on a
‘Holidays Around the World’ show. Such talented students we have here at
Berkeley!

Much to say after a busy semester a restful break is in store. I hope
everyone has had some time to slow down, enjoy time with family and
friends, and feel rejuvenated for the next quarter. We are looking forward
to another semester full of activities and memories made with our
Berkeley community!



M O T I V A T E



Kindness Week
Kindergarten and elementary students celebrated and learned more about how to be

kind to themselves and others in October during Berkeley Kindness Week!
 

Throughout the week, students had fun working together on a beautiful collaborative
art project, practicing daily meditation, and reflecting on what kindness looks like in
different ways. We also collected a whole bunch of animal food that was donated to

the animal charity, Vet Van - thank you for your generosity! Joseph from grade 5 said,
“I really enjoyed writing kindness letters to all the students in elementary because it

made me feel good, too!”
 

All week, students worked hard on a poster with kind words to carry on the last day of
our school-wide “March for Kindness!” Kindergarten through high school lined up and
cheered each other on as we marched through campus and came together with the

same goal - treating others with kindness, always! Max from grade 3 said, “I loved the
march because I got to high-five people while I walked!" This event was many

students' favorite part on reflection and was a great way to end the week.
 

Researchers agree that bullying and violence can be confronted with in-school
programs that integrate “kindness—the antithesis of victimization.” Being kind to

others helps us to feel better about ourselves too and we hope to continue to build our
kind and caring community so that all feel welcome and safe here at Berkeley

International School.

Be Kind

Written by Ms. Elle
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PRIMARY
Sports DAY 

Hello, Berkeley Community! 
 

As you know we recently celebrated our sports day, and for the two weeks leading up
to it, the PE classes were set up for practice. The K2 and Lion Cubs have PE class once a

week so they had to practice two events in each class. The K3s had two PE classes a
week, so they were really able to practice every event a couple of times!

 
The different events were: egg in spoon race, cone stacking race, target the ball, an
obstacle race, tug of war, and the water sponge race. Unfortunately, because of wet

fields, we were forced to have our Sports Day on the hard surface of the tennis courts,
so we decided to eliminate the tug of war and the water sponge race.

 
We started with the old favorite, Egg and Spoon race. Good thing we don’t use real

eggs!! Next was Target the Ball! A brand new event! One giant ball in the middle, two
teams on either side 3 meters from the ball, and each team with smaller foam balls. The

teams use the foam balls to knock the giant ball into the other team’s area. A fast
favorite! After snack was the cone stacking race. The first runner stacks them up, the
next one takes them down, until everyone has gone once! The last was the obstacle

race. Starting with hopping over mini-hurdles, go under the big hurdle, single foot-hop
through hula hoops, then get the basketball through the basketball hoop and race

back!
 

After everyone got a turn, the children went back to their homerooms with their
teachers for a dance party or movie. It was definitely a great way to wrap up the first

semester and start the vacation!

We are the Berkeley Lions
hear us ROOARR!!

Written by Mr. Naun & Mr. Kemchan

Kindergarten
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There is nothing more beautiful than seeing the community together again after
so long. Without a doubt, this day was inspiring!

 
A day where the students competed against each other's houses with great spirit,
respect, sportsmanship, and pride in representing their house color. It was a very

close competition and all teams fought until the end. This year due to wet weather
we had to modify our traditional house Olympic track and field competition day

into something a little different.  The students had a chance to race the 80 m and
the relay race, but also had a chance to participate in team games like basketball,

tug of war, and the relay.
 

Our very motivated students and teachers easily adapted to the change had a
blast and got their heart rates up!

 

We are very proud of you!

Go
ooooo  L

ions
!

Elementary
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Broadcast Media is a new class offered this year and is
designed to introduce students to the fundamental elements of

the broadcast media industry. The course emphasizes
newsgathering, writing, photography, video recording/editing,
and the history and ethics of mass media. Recently, students

have been creating content for our top client–Berkeley!
 

They have worked hard at writing a script, coordinating with
teachers across all divisions, gathering footage, and editing it

into a very special promotional video for World Outdoor
Classroom Day. The video debuted during homeroom the

Friday before our big day. The class is also collaborating with
our Audio Production class to revamp the Berkeley Original
song, “We Can Change the World” and have gathered and

edited footage to create a compelling music video.
 

Most recently, Broadcast Media students got to work on World
Outdoor Classroom Day to gather footage of the events. They
used what they’ve learned in class regarding filming techniques
to capture the fun and create a very special recap of the day

that Berkeley can use in future years when promoting and
discussing World Outdoor Classroom Day. Throughout the year

the Broadcast Media students will continue to hone their
knowledge and skill sets so be on the lookout for some more

Berkeley content!

In this unit, students are not only studying space, they are observing and making discoveries
about patterns in the sky! G1 students kicked off the unit in a fun way by visiting the

Planetarium. In this unit students were working, thinking, and experimenting just like real
scientists. The unit involved hands-on investigations that allowed students to develop a deep

understanding of patterns in the sky.
 

As students uncover information about how the Polynesians use observations of the Sun, stars,
and the Moon to navigate from island to island they ask questions, find evidence, generate new
ideas, and devise solutions. Throughout this unit, the questions students generate are recorded
on the driving question board—a chart in our class that we use to organize questions and guide

student learning. The class also created a visual model of the night and day sky to visually
express students’ learning.

 
G1 students had fun making observations of the sun at different times of day and recording the
evidence. They also took note of their shadow length and used evidence from their observations

to make conclusions about why their shadow length changed.
 

Students observed sped up videos of the night sky and observed that most stars move across
the night sky, except Polaris. They also learned through a model night sky experiment what
happens to stars in the daytime. Grade 1 has enjoyed the wonder of our planet and beyond!

G1 PBL- Patterns in the SkyG1 PBL- Patterns in the Sky

Broadcast MediaBroadcast Media

Written by Ms. Kelly

Written by Ms. Taylor
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During World Outdoor Classroom Day, our primary students worked very hard to make as many Ecobricks as they could. We made a total of 133 Ecobricks. WOW! We collected and
packed well over 15kg of soft plastics into our bottles. Students also designed and voted for their favorite Ecobrick designs. Here are the results:

 
Top 3 Designs: Chicken Coop - G5 Joseph, Vicky, Verna, Ellen, Jason, Ecobrick Planter - G4 Leo, Ecobrick Treehouse - G4 Abby and Jenny

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deciding on the winner was tough, and we had many things to consider. The design placement, logistics of building the design with students, and what the school/community needs.
With much deliberation and consideration, we will be building...... an Ecobrick planter! Congratulations to Leo in Grade 4 and thank you to everyone for submitting your very creative
designs! Throughout the year, we will build the planter in Sustainable Futures with Mrs. Phoenix. We will set our foundation with natural materials like cob (made from subsoil, water,
fibrous organic material, and lime), and use our stuffed bottles as sturdy bricks to keep it all together. Ecobricks can be removed from the cob up to 100 years in the future and re-

used! It is important to note that we will keep our Ecobricks out of direct sunlight to prevent degradation.
 

Although World Outdoor Classroom Day is over, we encourage everybody to continue making Ecobricks at home. Keep a bottle and stick next to your bin so that you can easily stuff
all of your soft plastic into it. You are welcome to donate them to the school when they are dense enough to build with.

 

Build it, don't bin it!

Eco Warriors;Eco Warriors;  
Ecobrick ProjectEcobrick Project

G3 NewspaperG3 Newspaper
Written by Ms. Danelle

Some of our Grade 3 students have taken on a new project in their free time! They have chosen to create a Grade 3
newspaper collaboratively with a few classmates. The students choose the topics that will appear in their newspaper,

arrange the information on a Google slide, and include pictures that help them explain their articles visually. These
students are writing about fun things in Grade 3, how their schedules are different from Grade 2, and the book we

are currently reading, Marty McGuire.
 

This independent project is enhancing their writing skills, giving them extra exposure to using technology and
providing an opportunity for them to arrange text and photos in a balanced way on Google Slides. They are editing

each other’s work and learning how to share information with a wide audience. This project is also showing their
independence and drive to learn and experiment with something very new to them.

 
This project is also filling in some of the gaps left by Covid learning. It is an extra time for them to work

collaboratively and learn how to solve problems together as for the last two years students had to work in isolation
due to the fear of spreading Covid-19. I applaud these students for desiring to complete a meaningful project in their

free time at school. I look forward to seeing their final newspaper and publishing it for our Grade 3 classrooms.

Written by Ms. Jess
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Berkeley’s Fa-BOO-lousBerkeley’s Fa-BOO-lousBerkeley’s Fa-BOO-lous
Halloween CelebrationHalloween CelebrationHalloween Celebration

This year the Berkeley Community celebrated Halloween on
Friday, October 28th, the perfect way to end a busy month!

 
Beginning with our youngest members, the Lion Cubs, everyone

joined a dress up parade through the school’s main corridor.
What a wonderful sight to enjoy seeing everyone dressed in

spectacular costumes! The children donned great smiles, proud
to participate and show off their costumes while parents and

family members cheered, and secondary students handed out
special Halloween gifts along the way. It is wonderful to be able
to engage in these types of activities again with family members

joining us! There were witches, ghosts, scary monsters and
zombies. We saw princesses, superheroes, animals, aliens, movie

characters and even funny food items. Halloween is most fun
when everyone participates!

 
After the parade, the kindergarten students regrouped, took a

break and headed to the playground for an Outdoor Classroom
experience full of Halloween themed activities. The children
enjoyed ghost bowling, icky gooey Oobleck, crazy noodle

sensory tables, mystery box guessing, catching apples, a Feed
the Monster game and a Halloween dance party! The children

brought along their homemade treat bags to collect Halloween
gifts and treats after participating in each activity!

 
It was a brilliant and exciting day, full of Berkeley style

Halloween fun!

Written by Ms. Tara
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G6 & G7 Piñata
Project

For the finale of our Southeast Asian geography unit, G3 students visited the Erawan Museum in
Samutprakarn. This museum is well-known for its three-headed elephant art display, which took nearly

10 years to build!
 

We started at the base of the elephant where we viewed pottery, tea sets, jewelry, weapons and other
artifacts that date back hundreds of years and tell the story of how Thai culture grew and developed.

As we moved up through the elephant, we explored statues of mythical animals, beautiful stained-glass
windows, and large pillars that represent Buddhist, Hindu, Christian, and Mahayana stories. We climbed

the stairs to the very top of the elephant where we found “heaven,” and learned about various
different Buddha statues and the meaning behind their hand positioning.

 
We finished up our visit by exploring the gardens around the elephant statue, visiting shrines to Buddha

and walking underneath the pathway of elephant sculptures.
 

What an amazing first field trip to kick off the year in G3!

G3 Erawan Museum TripG3 Erawan Museum Trip
Written by Ms. Kaitlin

Written by Ms. Erin

 What you see here are known commonly as “piñatas”. This is a popular tradition in Hispanic households to burst them open
with a stick during celebrations such as children's birthday parties. Not only did we make piñatas as a way to recognize the

contributions of Hispanic people in the US for National Hispanic Heritage Month, but we also learned about different
contemporary Latinx artists that we found interesting - photographers, printmakers, sculptors, illustrators, and painters.

 
This project began with recycled cardboard boxes and a lot of measuring. We used sharp tools such as box cutters and

scissors to cut them and protected ourselves and the tables from being sliced up…no one needed first aid! Well, we can’t say
the same about using hot-glue guns… I think almost everyone burned their thumbs a few times, but it was a fun experience

getting to use these tools to make our pinatas, even if it was a bit risky.
 

After the watermelons, donkeys, and Pikachu's took shape, it was time to decorate with brightly colored fringe! This was
handmade by the kids from painting recycled newspapers. After covering the entire surface with fringed newspapers, it was

important not to forget the small details - students added the finishing touches like eyeballs, Nike emblems, seeds, and
pepperonis.

 
Middle school art students can’t wait to take their finished artworks home, as they are filled with candy and ready to burst!
But I told them they have to wait a while… You can find these sculptures hanging in the admin building of the school until the

end of the semester!

Hope you enjoy these fun, colorful Piñatas

that our kids have worked so hard to

create!13



Happy Loy Krathong
 One of the most remarkable festivals in Thailand is Loy Krathong. Thai people

gather around lakes or rivers to pay respects to the goddess of water by floating
beautiful Krathongs into the water.

 
Loy Krathong day takes place on the day of the full moon in the 12th lunar month.

The exact date of the festival changes every year. This year, 2022, is held on
Tuesday, November 8th.

 
Berkeley celebrated Loy Krathong day with Thai cultural booths at the undercover
basketball court. Students and staff came to school in Thai-style dress. Elementary,
Middle, and High school students had a wonderful time having Thai grilled bananas,

doing bookmarks, enjoying Soi Dao, and making a lotus Krathong by themselves.
Kindergarten also had a fun time creating many of Loy Krathong traditions and

made Krathongs using natural materials such as coconut shells in Thai class.
 

Lastly, we would like to thank Siam Leaf for supporting us with the Areca leaf
tableware to celebrate Loy Krathong together. They are eco-friendly, and good for

our students' health.

Written by Ms. Thayika

The Grade 5 2022 Wax Museum was a huge hit this year. We had close to 40 famous people portrayed and the tennis courts were
turned into a wonderful museum experience for all to enjoy. Parents came out to support the grade five students and recognize

them for all of their hard work. Each student chose a country to research and wrote an informational, nonfiction book about that
country. Then, they chose a famous person from that country to research and then portray in a living museum event. There were

so many interesting people to learn about, from pop stars and composers to presidents and world leaders. The students did a
wonderful job giving speeches and dressing up in character. It was a very special day for all!

Grade 5 Wax Museum
Written by Mr. Blake

14

https://www.facebook.com/SiamLeaf


World Outdoor Classroom Day (WOCD) is a global
movement to inspire and celebrate outdoor learning and play!

On November 3rd, thousands of schools around the world take lessons outside and prioritize playtime.
 

Why is This Day Important?
World Outdoor Classroom Day isn’t just a day to spend outdoors, it’s a time to highlight the actions we take daily to make

this world a better place.
 

Benefits of Education Outdoors
Learning outside of the classroom engages and excites children in spectacular ways. Children’s behavior improves, whole
classes are excited to learn, and individuals who feel inhibited by the curriculum often thrive in an outdoor environment.
Outdoor play is essential to improving children’s health, well-being, and happiness, and is not only central to children’s

enjoyment of childhood but teaches critical life skills such as problem-solving, teamwork, and creativity.

Berkeley Changemakers
 

While World Outdoor Classroom Day is celebrated across the
world, the scale and quality of our lessons, experiences, events,

and celebration are truly unique to Berkeley!
 

All activities that Berkeley students engage in on the day are
linked to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). At

Berkeley, we are all working together to make the world a better
place!

C L A S S R O O M  D A Y
WRITTEN BY 
MS. PHOENIX

World Outdoor
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A Truly Unique Day
 

Throughout the morning, students from kindergarten to high school enjoyed more than 18 spectacular outdoor stations, including mural painting, mud
pit & slip n slide, peace crane origami, recycled raft-building, changemaker exhibition, energy bites, ninja warrior & more! Berkeley’s grounds are filled

with great energy and the beautiful Sounds of music, action, and laughter!
 

Stations are followed with a picnic lunch together outside, and a coconut ice cream to beat the heat! All students and staff from K3 to Grade 12 then
filed into the grandstand of the 50m Olympic pool, where each division participates in inter-house racing of the recycled rafts!

 
The grand finale of Berkeley's Outdoor Classroom Day is our Changemaker Concert, held in the open-air tennis courts. The Changemaker Concert

features many of our talented students from K3, elementary, middle, and high school, as well as teachers, playing and singing for a change! The power
and energy of our whole school singing and swaying along together is remarkable, to say the least.

 
 As always, an unforgettable day was had by all!

 
 Thank you to our exceptional teachers, staff, and students for coming together to pull all this off beautifully!

 

We are Berkeley Changemakers!

16



chemistry Case Files: 
Making Science Real

servICE

Written by Ms. Stef

Written by Mr. Steven

Berkeley welcomed almost 250 people from 17 different schools to the 12th annual ServICE
Conference, which was held from November 25-27.

This for students-by-students conference was organized by Berkeley for students from all
over Thailand. ServICE is a conference founded around students aimed to inspire, connect
and empower one another to engage in service, create positive change in their
communities, and form new memories and friendships. The conference includes service-
based field trips, professional and student Keynote speakers, opportunities for students to
present their acts of service on a variety of issues, interactive simulation activities aiming to
establish an understanding on important topics, as well as a myriad of NGO talks and
displays.

The event was a huge success, and we look forward to ServICE 13 next year at NIST.

If you step into a high school chemistry class at Berkeley this year, there is a good chance
you’ll find students analyzing case files, looking for clues, and testing evidence.  This is

because our new chemistry curriculum takes students from passive learners and turns them
into active investigators.

 
Over the course of the year, students will work through several case files and work to

unravel their mysteries.  As they uncover new clues, they learn the chemistry behind those
clues.  For example, in our current unit (Covalent and Ionic Substances) they are detectives
working to solve the case of the death of a young woman. Initially, they are led to believe

that she was poisoned with Carbon Monoxide poisoning, which leads us to learn about
molecules and covalent bonds.  New evidence revealed that it isn’t CO poisoning, but

perhaps something dissolved in the water beside her bed, leading us to learn about the
different types of molecules (polar and nonpolar). Through the course of the unit, we cover

molecules, ionic compounds, and chemical nomenclature, all of which are part of the
chemistry curriculum standards.

 
In the fall semester, we learned the basics of the atom by investigating a famous art

forgery, discovered chemical/physical properties while solving what sent a young boy to a
hospital, and uncovered periodic trends while looking for an ethical replacement for tin as a

metal in cans.
 

Science is all around us, all we have to do is look for it!
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Physics of Racing
Written by Mr. Shobhit

A project involving Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
had our physics students getting their hands on some remote-controlled cars

this year. Students practiced controlling the car and grasping velocity,
acceleration, friction, braking, and curves on a road while learning Forces,

Motion, and Newton’s Laws in class.
 

The most challenging of this was lateral inversion as when you drive a remote-
control car coming towards you, the left and right interchange and this

challenged a lot of our students. The winners eventually were students who
grasped both aspects - car control and speed variation.

 
STEM students went above and beyond their design parameters given to include
a bridge on the track and this needs a special mention for students Kai Wellby

and Aziah Manolas for endless work maintaining the bridge.
 

The project was completed with a major event organized on the basketball court
where students from all divisions at the school attended as an audience and

hopefully got motivated to enjoy and pursue STEM courses in their future years.
 

For our album on this event, please scan the code below:

K2 in the
Kitchen
Written by Ms. Bela
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Spending time in the kitchen is not only fun, but it teaches young
children to be responsible, take it in turns, and develop self-help

skills. We had discussions about safety and cleanliness in the kitchen
and how we can prepare food and cook safely. We also talked

about keeping our bodies calm and being focused on our tasks, so
that we can be safe around kitchen equipment.

 
K2 students made individual pizzas with their very own choice of

toppings, like tomato sauce, cheese, and peppers. They also made
sandwiches where they had a choice of spreadable filling including

peanut butter, apples, jam, and honey, and cut them into their
favorite Halloween characters. The most recent ones they made

were mini apple pies which they filled with cooked apples &
cinnamon, folded, sealed the sides, and brushed egg wash on to
make them nice and shiny as they cooked. They all turned out

delicious!
 

They loved being in the kitchen and they were so proud of
themselves! Cooking experiences like these not only encourage

students to expand their palate and explore their senses, but they
also help students gain math and language skills. Students can

count & measure ingredients and develop their sequencing skills.
Reading and following recipes motivates students to comprehend

and build their vocabulary.
 

There are plenty of benefits to introducing cooking and proper
kitchen use in the early childhood setting. Also, it is a great way to

spend time and have conversations with family and friends!
 

What are you cooking in your kitchen? Share a recipe with your
homeroom teacher!



Our first Social Studies unit was a fun one for our first-grade classes. It
started with students identifying our immediate community, our school and

extended out to our world. Download the full article on our website.
 

The children learned about cardinal directions, how to use different features
of maps, and how to make their own maps. Their map-making skills began

with making a map of the classroom, then an island, a city, and finally a
treasure map of Berkeley. As the unit was winding down, the students, in

small groups, made maps of the school and hid a treasure for their
classmates. Armed with their treasure maps, and wearing pirate hats, the

students had a great time finding their treasures!
 

In the last activity in our Community and Beyond unit, we discussed how we
can help others in our community. At Berkeley, service learning begins early.

As part of our service learning, we teamed up with Home of Praise and
Immanuel Day Nursery in Klong Toey. In October, the grade one classes

started the process of making rainbow crayons to sell during World
Outdoor Classroom Day. The students made posters to collect old crayons

and posted them around the school. They then cleaned and sorted the
donated crayons to melt them into new beautiful rainbow crayons. The

students had a great time learning how to upscale discarded items into new
beautiful ones.

The AP Human Geography course is very unique in the world of AP classes. Just like
the other AP classes, Human Geography requires a high level of reading

comprehension and vocabulary, expands critical thinking skills, and requires more
dedication and time outside of class. However, the Human Geography course does

not require any previous knowledge. This means it is open to all high school students
including 9th graders and is often students’ first AP class.

 
Despite most students’ lack of experience with an AP class, this year’s geographers
have enthusiastically jumped fully into the course. The students start with different

types of maps, of course, but then move into Unit 2 which is the study of
demographics and migration. At the end of this unit, students had to apply all of

their newly learned geography theories, models, and vocabulary by researching one
of two migration journeys. Students either looked at the migration from Nicaragua

to the United States or the migration from Syria to Germany.
 

Here are some of the sections of those projects. If you are interested in learning
more about migration, come join us in AP Human Geography!

Written by Ms. Sylvia

Written by Ms. Jana
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I N N O V A T E



We are so happy that we had a chance to celebrate our wonderful dads and families at our Kinder
Donuts with Dad event last week. In Thailand, we celebrate Father’s Day on December 5 to

commemorate the birthday of the late King Rama IX. It is a special day for us to show respect, love,
and gratitude for our dads and all of the wonderful things they do for our families.

 
Students had meaningful conversations about things they like to do with their dad and how special
they are. We also asked interesting questions such as ‘Why do we wear yellow for Father’s Day?’

Students were interested to know that it is because King Rama IX was born on a Monday and yellow is
the auspicious color for that day in Thailand.

 
At the event, students were able to show their fathers around our playground, including our new mural
from World Outdoor Classroom Day. We enjoyed donuts and juice and took many pictures! Students
also presented a gift - a donut picture frame with a picture of themselves from Art class as well as a
card they made in Thai class. It was a fun morning and we were so happy to be able to welcome our

dads and families to Berkeley.

Thanksgiving
Written by Ms. Kayla

Written by Ms. Caroline

Donuts with Dad

Thanksgiving is an American holiday dating back several hundred years. It is
celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November. Whether you're celebrating
there or across the world, Americans come together for food, football, and

family. People who aren’t able to make it “home for the holidays” tend to find
themselves celebrating the commonly referred to as Friendsgiving. Friends
and family who gather and acknowledge the things they are grateful for in

their lives is what this tradition is all about.
 

We asked the students in kindergarten what they are thankful for and here
are some of their responses: My family, my friends, water, my teacher, and
spiders. You don’t have to celebrate the holiday to appreciate the meaning
behind it. Kids of all ages understand the concept of being thankful and can

truly express what in life makes them happy. That is the true meaning of
Thanksgiving.

 
 Of course, Thanksgiving wouldn’t be complete without Turkey! Even here in

Bangkok, you can find frozen turkeys that have been imported for the special
occasion. Other traditional dishes that everyone looks forward to including

deviled eggs, stuffing, mashed potatoes, candied yams, cranberry sauce, and
last but not least homemade pies. No Thanksgiving is complete without at

least a pumpkin, pecan, or berry pie. Many families at Berkeley celebrate this
American tradition. In the spirit of Thanksgiving go ahead and ask yourself,

what are YOU most thankful for?
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g5 barge trip
All of G5 took their first field trip this year on a barge on the Chao Phraya River. The students

had such a great time on the boat and learned a lot about the Chao Phraya River and the
Chao Phraya Watershed. All of the water starts up in the north, in the mountains, in the form
of rain and groundwater and as the water comes down the Ping, Wang, Yom, and Nan Rivers

they all merge to make the Chao Phraya River. This river then empties into the Gulf of
Thailand.

 
Students did a lot of hands-on activities to learn how precious water is and how it becomes

polluted. They did some observations on the river and made a model with labels to show how
the water flows down the mountains. Then the students created their own stories about

different objects and how they can be traced back to the hyacinth, which is the non-native
plant you can see in the river. At lunch, the students cooked us a delicious meal, while others

made up a game or drew a logbook memory.  After lunch, they investigated the types of
macroinvertebrates they found in the hyacinth plants and looked at a chart to identify the

name. Lastly, they had to build up the land on a map that was given. Some teams put tourist
attractions while others made neighborhoods. They learned as the water travels down the

river it is getting more and more polluted according to what is built on the land.
 

Some things you can find in the water are straws, rubber bands, gas, oil, and trash among
other things. Students learned how essential water is and what we do affects the quality of

water and how clean it is.

Written by Ms. Emily

College Fair

Written by Ms. Courtney

It is an exciting time of year in the college counseling office as the college admissions season is in full swing!
Our Berkeley seniors have been busy writing college essays, taking the SAT one last time, and applying to

outstanding colleges all over the world. There have been a few early acceptances so far, and we look
forward to many more in the upcoming months!

 
Berkeley has been fortunate to have some amazing on-campus college visits and events this semester. We
have had individual visits from institutions like Bard College, Savannah College of Art and Design, New York
University Shanghai, and University of Calgary. One of the biggest highlights was on November 7 when BMI

Global Education brought over 25 colleges to Berkeley’s campus for a mini college fair. It was a diverse
group of schools from a variety of locations including the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, the

Netherlands, Singapore, Hong Kong, and New Zealand. The fair was a great opportunity for seniors to
connect with admissions representatives and make some final additions to their college lists. Students in
grades 10 and 11 were able to explore their options and get any initial questions answered. The college
representatives were impressed with our students’ level of engagement during the event, and we look

forward to offering similar opportunities in the future!
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HOLIDAYS AROUND THE
WORLD

let's celeberate

Written by Ms. Ursula

 All the Kindergarten students performed on Wednesday, 14th December, for their parents on the
Kinder playground stage; it was fantastic!

 
They were excited to meet Santa in person, take photos with their families, and decorate delicious

cookies. Afterward, all Kinder came together as a group and created many fun things in their
‘Outdoor Classroom’ session. They made Chinese lanterns, created paintings using ice and so

much more.
 

Teaching children about the holidays of other cultures helps them to see that no matter what
differences we all have, we also have many things in common, such as family. Each class learned

about different holiday traditions from around the world and was given many
opportunities to summarize the traditions of one region in more detail.
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INTERANTIONAL
DAY

Written by Ms. Jane
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We decided to kick off the new year by revamping the Learning Lab. We wanted
the space to support feelings of calmness and focus so we covered up busy-

looking shelves, bought lots of plants, created cozy corners, and hung material
from the ceiling. We aimed for the general aesthetic to be calm and soothing with

occasional pops of bright color.
 

We like the look of our new space and want to remind all students that they are
welcome to make use of it whenever it is available. We look forward to seeing our

students in the Learning Lab throughout the year!

 

At Berkeley International school, we have a blended students support services
team encompassing counselors and learning support teachers. We work together

to support the academic, socio-emotional, and career readiness needs of all
students.

 
The Team:

Natasha Avard: Elementary Learning Support & Learning Support
Coordinator

Jess Melton: Elementary Learning Support
Shelly Schutte: Secondary Learning Support

 
Emily Foster: Academic and College Counselor

Elizabeth (Elle) Frantz-Larson: Social-Emotional Counselor

Written by Ms. Natasha & Ms. Shelly

So, what do we do in Learning Support?
Well… A little bit of everything.

 
A lot of the time, you can find us in various grade classrooms, directly working with students who need extra support. We also
attend grade/division meetings and work 1-1 with teachers to promote inclusive education strategies and create an enabling

environment for all children in the class. A cornerstone of our work is the Learning Support Plan (LSP) plan, which details what
accommodations and modifications a student are receiving to help them flourish at Berkeley International School.

 
In Elementary, our learning support teachers each work in their assigned grade levels. Ms. Natasha works with Grade 1, Grade 3,

and Grade 5. Ms. Jess works with Grade 2, Grade and Grade 5. You’ll often see the learning support teachers inside the
classroom working with small groups of students, working 1-1 with individual students, or supporting the whole class. In

Elementary, we are focused on securing foundational literacy skills in English. Primarily, we teach phonics, reading, and writing
to ensure each student feels confident and knowledgeable in English, especially when it might be their second or third, or even

fourth language! We use different strategies and styles depending on the needs of each student and class. Our goal is to
support Elementary students in their learning journey to achieve their targets and prepare them for the transition to Middle

School.
 

In Middle School, some students attend a class called Expand, instead of taking a 3rd language. During Expand lessons, we work
on building a variety of skills that support academic success. This often includes vocabulary, reading comprehension,
organization, and study skills. However, the class structure is very flexible and based on student needs. The goal is to

strengthen Middle School students’ academic foundations to prepare them for the transition to High School, where they will
start accumulating credits toward their GPA. There is no Expand class in High School but Learning Support is available to high

school students in the form of a Learning Support study hall once a week. Two additional study halls per week are also
available, by arrangement with the learning support teacher.

The secret of getting ahead is getting started. The secret of getting started is breaking your complex
overwhelming tasks into small manageable tasks, and then starting on the first one.

- Mark Twain25



 

Written by Mr. Stewart

Written by Ms. Danielle

 

2022 is the first year that Berkeley’s music department is offering an Audio Production class. AP is a class focused on exploring
music and other miscellaneous audio production mainly through the use of a browser-based Digital Audio Workstation (or DAW)
called Soundtrap. Soundtrap is owned and operated by the popular music streaming service Spotify.

Throughout Audio Production’s inaugural semester, students have made numerous songs/mixes that most often are required to fit
a certain theme or represent a specific genre. To start the year, however, students had a lot of free reign regarding the type of
content they created. At the end of September, Soundtrap launched a global Creativity Challenge for all schools using their
platform. This competition included many categories including Best Instrumental, Best Collaboration, Best Original Song, and more,
and these categories were divided into age groups.

Berkeley submitted 16 different mixes to the Soundtrap Creativity Challenge this year, and we were fortunate enough to have two
mixes chosen as winners in their respective categories. Selena Win (G11) won the gold medal in the G11-12 Instrumental category with
her “Soundtrack to My Starship.” Win said that the song “transports you into an uplifting mood but one that is somewhat ethereal …
The instruments used sound as if it were from the future with an array of synths and a symphony of drum sets all mixed together
into one song. The song is the perfect music for your daily commute on the starship to the moon.”

Win, along with Natalie Pederson (G10) and Cat Walton (G10) also won the G11-12 Collaboration category with their “Shoot Me in the
Heart.” Walton said the song “originally started out as a pop song but as the group wrote and implemented the lyrics into the
loops, they realized that it made sense to make it slow and romantic-like.”

Both winning mixes are composed of original material. Congratulations, Selena, Natalie, and Cat! Thank you to all who submitted
pieces for our first ever entries into the competition.
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When it comes to classic literature, students are often intimidated. The language can be
challenging, and the references are out of date, and often from parts of the world
they're unfamiliar with. But the foundations they provide are so important and so
relevant to the books, film, and tv students consume now. One of the most famous and
impactful novels for young adult readers is Lord of the Flies. The themes of war, power,
rational vs irrational thought, and society are always relevant, and always engaging.
Without it, novels like The Hunger Games wouldn’t exist!

Students enjoyed discussing and studying the novel. We’ve had a lot of reflections on
how we think we’d behave on the island, and the impact of it being young boys, 6-12,
versus older teenagers like them. Students enjoyed a riveting debate over which
teachers would be the most helpful, which students would be most likely to take over,
and whether or not Mr. Shobhit would still expect them to be completing ALEKS while
stranded! Beyond the what-if discussions, it is interesting to reflect on how society
works. Why do we follow the unspoken rules that we do? How do our ages and genders
reflect the choices we make?

The exciting assignment students did was to create masks that represent three of the main characters on the island. They had
to use color, symbols, and quotes to share their understanding of their development, choices, and leadership roles. Students had
a lot of fun showing their creative artistic side while analyzing and writing in detail about why they chose what they did. When
asked what they like about the novel, students said:

 

“I enjoyed reading about the different perspectives of the boys' beliefs in leadership in survival.” Lion
 

“It’s a good book.” Liana
 

“Something I like about the novel is that it was quite modern for its time. I enjoy learning about each boy’s unique
character and how it contributes to the theme of the novel.” Natalie M

 

“This novel is pretty different from the genres I usually read. It is set in the 1950s which can be recognized by the level of
language it has been written in... Overall, so far the novel has been quite interesting with all twists and turn to start to

take place gradually." Hiba
 

“With many chapters still to go, Lord of the Files has already brought my English class on a massive journey with many
twists and turns along the way. Learning about these young boys and their mannerisms has abled me to become better at
analyzing different scenarios and how they relate to the real world. Overall, I've loved what I've read so far and can't

wait to see how the story continues!” Sky



The grade eight students in Ms. Anna’s English Language Arts classes enjoyed a trip to see Thailand’s largest mammal:
the Bryde’s whale. After an increase in conservation efforts, this magnificent baleen species is once again flourishing in

the Gulf of Thailand.
 

Students were excited to see whales up close after reading about them in their class novel, Song for a Whale by author
Lynne Kelly. In the book, the main character goes on a quest to find the “loneliest whale” in the ocean, Blue 55.

Throughout the book, students have also learned about whale song and communication, hydro acoustics, and whale
migration patterns. In order to see some of these processes in person, the grade eight students traveled down to the

piers of Samut Sakhon, then onto a charter boat, and sailed into the Gulf of Thailand.
 

On the whale watching field trip, students were able to witness the Bryde’s whales hunting for krill. They were also able
to see several pairs of mother whales swimming with their calves. While Bryde’s whales may not be the loneliest in the

ocean, they do tend to swim on their own and are known as “associates'' rather than “pods”. They only come together in
large numbers during peak feeding times.

 
Thanks to the guides at Wild Encounter Thailand, students were able to learn all about the Bryde’s whales’ local

migration patterns and why these whales travel to Thailand in the months of September, October, and November. After
the rainy season, the rivers wash down essential minerals and nutrients to the bay which attract the whales to the

plentiful feeding ground of the gulf.
 

After being hunted down for many years, this newly protected species is making a comeback. Experts have tracked
close to 80 Bryde’s whales in the Gulf in recent years. On the expedition, students learned that individual Bryde’s whales

are identified by the unique patterns inside their mouths. Almost like a human’s fingerprint!
 

Students will use their newfound knowledge of marine biology to create research projects that will promote the
protection and conservation of marine animals both in Thailand and abroad.

G8 Whale
Watching

Written by Ms. Anna
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LION CUBS ADVENTURE TO
SAFARI WORLD

Written by Ms. Stephanie

Lion Cubs entered the wild at Safari world for their very first Berkeley field trip! We packed our
bags and loaded onto the buses full of anticipation and sang songs on the way to our destination.
Students were excited to express their curiosity and interest by exploring their surroundings. Upon

arrival, students had their morning snack before beginning our safari adventures!
 

During our exploration, we watched a morning show of the elephants, fed the giraffes bananas
and carrots, and saw many animals while walking through the park.

 
We had a picnic style lunch in the gardens of Safari World, enjoying fried chicken and sticky rice

before getting back on the bus to head home!
 

This adventure paired perfectly with our “The Great Outdoors” unit. Students were prepped for
this field trip by learning about why certain animals live in their chosen habitats, weather, earth
sciences, and nature. It was a perfect way to introduce the environment around them and bring

awareness that certain animals need certain conditions to live. Our goal has been to motivate and
engage the children in learning how to create a sustainable future for themselves as they grow

older!
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

Parent Teacher Organization

Berkeley’s new Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) kicked off our first
event of the year on Friday, December 2, 2022, with Movie Night! Find

out more on our website.
 

Berkeley’s new Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) kicked off our first
event of the year on Friday, December 2, 2022, with Movie Night! We had
Santa visiting from 3pm to 5pm and many vendors for people to enjoy

while they mingled until the movie began at 5pm. We had popcorn,
cotton candy, different types of grilled food, and drinks available for our

movie night guests.
 

We were also lucky enough to have the Berkeley Marine Conservation
Dive Club set up a table to fundraise to help support the construction of
their dedicated artificial reef at Koh Mun Nai, Rayong. The students in

the club have been learning about the marine ecosystem and the
importance of coral reefs and how to save them.

 
PTO was able to provide a large screen for the movie which was The
Christmas Chronicles 2. The event was a great success, and we are

excited to bring more events and activities that help bring our Berkeley
community together!

 
PTO will begin hosting free coffee social events once a month followed

by an optional PTO meeting where we will discuss future events and
activities. We invite you to join us for these social events to get to know

other Berkeley families and share your ideas.

MOVIE NIGHT
Written by Chris Herron

ChristmasChristmas

Holiday ArtHoliday Art
Written by Ms. Melissa

Lion Cubs up to Grade 5 have been busy artists creating holiday cheer.
The upper grades designed wrapping paper for the holiday gift drive
by devising their designs and patterns. They also helped decorate the

art classroom by painting the classroom windows in holiday scenes
and creating delicious-looking gingerbread house landscapes. Lower

Primary and Kinder decorated gingerbread characters and
gingerbread houses, imagining the yummy candies and icing

represented on their masterpieces. They painted winter landscapes
with paint and some with shaving cream mixed with glue (Lion Cubs,

“Melted Snowmen”) for a fun sensory experience. Lion Cubs rolled out
salt dough adding textures and cutting shapes to make ornaments

while G1 and K2 made sparkly pasta pattern decorations. Kinders and
Lion Cubs also designed and painted a huge mural for their Kinder

Christmas Show. All of their homeroom teachers were also busy
making art in their classrooms to contribute toward this festive

occasion.
 

As we often do, music and books were incorporated into some of our
lessons. We read about Polar Bear’s Underwear, The Ninjabread Man,
and Snowmen at Night while dancing to Rapping Santas and Freeze

Dance Snowman.
 

These are just a sprinkling of the festive activities taking place in the
art room!
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