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THE RISE OF THE CORONAVIRUS

In the past month, the word ??coronavirus?? has been repeatedly said, but what really 
is this so-called deadly virus? It is important to understand that this virus isn?t one particular 
virus but rather, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), ??a large family of 
viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as 
MERS and SARS.??

This virus that supposedly appeared in January 2020 originates from the region of Wuhan, 
China. The source of the virus is said to come from a wet market where live and dead 
animals such as bats were consumed and sold which allowed the virus to transmit from one 
organism to the other. 

One market, in particular, the Wuhan Seafood Wholesale Market, was blamed for the 
outbreak and was closed on January 1st and later the authorities of the region banned the 
trade of live animals at wet markets.

How is the virus transmitted and what are the symptoms ?

The virus, as well as every other coronaviruses, is zoonotic which means that they are, as 
mentioned above, transferred between animals and people. This virus is spread through:

- Coughing and sneezing (droplets can disperse into the air and travel to other live organism)
- Physical contact with an infected surface when touching with eyes, mouth, or nose.
- As little as touching or shaking hands with someone can transmit the virus.

The symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure. Common signs of infection may 
include fever, breathing difficulties, respiratory symptoms, cough. The virus can, in more 
severe cases, cause pneumonia, kidney failure, severe respiratory syndrome, and in extreme 
cases, death.

What is the current situation ?

BREAKING NEWS

- There is no 

school from 

Monday the 2nd 

of March, to 

Friday the 7th of 

March.

- for hygiene tips, 

click here.

- to read about 

what happened, 

click here.

--- W o r l d  N e w s  S e c t i o n --- 

As of today, Tuesday, the 3rd of March, there have been 90,443 confirmed cases, of which 3,119 are deaths and 
48,128 are recovered cases (worldwide).

The virus has infected 43 people in Thailand, of which 30 people have recovered. The country has taken 
high-level measures to prevent the spread of the virus after the decision of the Chinese government to lock down 
Wuhan and neighboring cities.  The government has shut down all urban transport networks and suspended f lights 
to and from the city.
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Watch live: World Health Organization provides update on 
coronavirus

What about the future?

Predictions concerning the virus are divided as some epidemiologists estimate the peak of the outbreak to be 
reached in the following days while others believe the peak is months away from us. Governments are constantly 
trying to predict the peak in order to take measures.

According to Sebastian Funk, a statistician who 
models infectious diseases argues that the peak will be 
around a million people.

However, this analysis is seen as overly optimistic by 
many researchers, such as Hiroshi Nishiura, an 
epidemiologist at Hokkaido University in Sapporo, 
Japan, who believes that the total infections will be 
from 550 million to 650 million in China alone, about 
40% of the nation?s population.

How to prevent it ?

- Frequently wash your hands with soap and water 
- Use an alcohol-based hand rub
- Cover your mouth when sneezing or coughing with your elbow or tissue.
- Keep your distances between yourself and other people. This might seem odd but keeping your distances   

(1 meter) limits potential contact and thus prevents the spread of bacteria.
- Do not touch your eyes, mouth, and nose with your hands! Your hands may have been in contact with 

infected surfaces.
- Avoid the consumption of raw meat, milk, and uncooked food in general. This is a tip that applies to 

everyday life. Always cook or wash your food, especially when it is meat!
- Avoid products from china such as meat.

These might seem like basic hygiene rules but they will certainly be helpful in fighting the spread of the disease.

It is uncertain whether the virus will keep spreading exponentially or not, but if we follow these rules, the spread 
will be limited and will eventually stop. It is important to understand that this virus is new and thus might cause 
unknown effects. Let let it be understood that although the virus is seen as a global issue, it has a death rate of less 
than 2%, so do not be too stressed about the disease.  The chance you might even develop symptoms is almost zero, 
but it is always good to keep an eye on the it!   

IS BERKELEY REALLY GOING VEGAN?
While Berkeley started selling its healthier snacks last 

year, it wasn?t until a recent talk with Mr. Ashley, that 
he let it slip that there is the possibility of Berkeley 
becoming vegan. This doesn?t just mean it?s lunch, it 
also means the coffee shop. No meat, no dairy, no eggs, 
no drinks, and no pancakes. As I interviewed Mr. 
Ashley, he mentioned that ?After a lot of parent queries 
and concerns on the food that we are feeding their kids, 
we have made the final decision to make Berkeley... 
Read More

The Rumors Unfold - Alicia Galarza
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For the people who read or watch the Thai news, a lot of you may know that on February 18th a man opened fire 
in the Century Movie Plaza near Victory Monument, just ten days after a soldier started a mass shooting at the 
Terminal 21 shopping centre in the north-eastern city of Nakhon Ratchasima. A rampage that left 30 people dead or 
injured, including the gunman. Just 5 weeks following another shooting at a Lop Buri gold shop at the Robinsons 
Shopping Centre killing three people, including a two-year-old boy, and wounded four others.

The gunman in the Century Movie Plaza entered a beauty clinic at the mall where his former wife worked and 
opened fire, killing her with 7 bullets in her head and body and wounding a bystander, just steps away from the 
shopping area. After the gunman shot at the victims he f led the scene and a manhunt was launched for the killer. 
The plaza is connected to the Victory Monument sky train station, a transit hub that was crowded with tourists, 

civilians, and students in the late afternoon rush hour. 
In the CCTV footage showed the gunman approaching 
the victim at her work desk before firing his handgun at 
her. 

   As you can see, guns are easily obtainable in Thailand 
and disputes between loved ones and family members 
often play out in bloody violence, drawing deadlines 
over the deadly brawls. Despite all these incidents and 
the prevalence of guns in the hands of private citizens 
in Thailand, there have been no discussions from 
government officials about better gun controls. Even 
Though there are scanners and metal detectors in front 
of malls and public areas, most of the time the security 
guards fail to do selective checkups on civilians making 
malls a dangerous place to go to. After hearing of these 
incidences, I want to inform the Berkeley students, 
teachers and staff members to always carry a cell 
phone, and to be careful in public places.

P.P.S. Not That Much - Sophi Tanta-Nanta

TO ALL THE BOYS: P.S. I STILL LOVE YOU 

Ever since the release of the first Netf lix movie, To All the Boys I?ve Loved Before, the second movie in this 
well-loved book trilogy, P.S. I Still Love You, has been long anticipated. Lana Condor brings back her loveable high 
school wallf lower character, Lara Jean Covey, with new life in this exciting young adult romance. Although you 
don?t absolutely have to had watched the first movie, it?s highly recommended as there are lots of references back to 
To All the Boys I?ve Before, and P.S I Still Love You is based on the events of the first movie.

Like most people, if you were instantly Team Peter, Lara?s original ?fake boyfriend?, from the beginning, this 
movie can be a bit bothersome as Lara finds herself conf licted between Peter Kavinsky and John Ambrose. 
However, if you are a newfound fan of John, Lara?s dilemma is your perfect chaos. From the adorable fantasies to 
cliché dates, this movie really brings you to the edge of your seat as you watch Lara Jean struggle to choose between 
the boys. 

--- P o p  C u l t u r e  S e c t i o n ---

Taffy Deng
THAILAND SHOOTINGS
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P.S I Still Love You, is truly brought to life by its diverse cast and 
charming characters. This movie touches more upon age-based 
issues and to gender expectations than the first movie, but the 
movie never sidetracks. For example; Lara Jean is told that she 
isn?t good at being a girlfriend and that girlfriends should dress up 
for their boyfriend?s games. The morals and lessons are cleanly 
incorporated into the plot and appropriate for the tweens and teens 
that this movie targets.

If you watched the first movie, you definitely recognize the 
painfully catchy song, ?I Like Me Better? by Lauv. The soundtrack 
of the second movie is not quite as memorable as the soundtrack of 
the first, but it does feature popular songs such as ?Kill This Love? 
by BLACKPINK and ?Moral of the Story? by Ashe. 

Where this movie lacked panache, there was unsound audio 
editing , especially in the scene featuring ?Kill This Love? which 
ruined Lara Jean?s epic girlfriend moment. This scene was poorly 
filmed, making the transitions between shots rough. The way that 
the snippets of the music were put together ruined the rhythm of 
both the song and the movie. In addition, there were some 
decidedly unlikable character moments and some cringe-worthy 
scenes where characters made many questionable decisions, one of 
which was Peter making Lara wait for him to show up for a date for a long time.

All around, this sequel was slightly disappointing but saved by its cinematic heritage. Despite feeling 
slightly disappointed, I definitely look forward to the third and final movie in this series. Much like this 
sentence, this movie fell a bit short...

Are You Team PK or Team John Ambrose? - Nesta Delphinis

 TO ALL THE BOYS: P.S. I STILL LOVE YOU

Recently on February 12th, part two of the ?To All The Boys? sequel came out, and people couldn?t wait 
for this day to come. Let?s just say some people were a little disappointed. They mention how part one to this 
series was definitely much better, and that there aren't any super memorable moments from part two. Let?s 
take a look. 

The sequel to ?To All the Boys I?ve Loved Before? starts off with Lara Jean Covey daydreaming, head over 
heels over her first boyfriend Peter Kavinsky. She can?t stop thinking about him as she wakes up, cleans, or 
is doing anything. It is always PK on her mind.

As they date, however, Lara Jean could never stop worrying about Peter?s past and things he has done with 
his ex. It made her very insecure, and she kept overthinking everything throughout the movie.

Part two focused on this Love Triangle between Peter K and John Ambrose who also got one of the five 
letters. These letters were a crucial part of Part 1, in which the letters Lara Jean writes to her childhood 
crushes are sent out to them. Will Lara Jean leave Peter, and date John? Will they break each other's hearts 
after they promised not to? And who will be the one to do so? Well, you're going to have to watch the movie 
yourself to find out!

Let?s just say things get pretty heated between these three? ...possibly a kiss to the wrong guy. I won?t say 
much just in case you still haven?t seen it, but what are you waiting for?
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So? .if you have seen it, are you team Peter Kavinsky or team John Ambrose? Despite everything, our boy 
John definitely deserved a better ending, a happily ever after. He didn?t deserve what happened, but we will 
see when part 3 comes out. We will see what comes John?s way because you never know!

Nesta Dalphinis 

 IS TIKTOK TAKING OVER THE WORLD?

This month on THE PRIDE PAPERS, we will be discussing TIK TOK and how this app has literally taken over 
the world!

I often catch myself and others doing Tik Tok dances like the famous RENEGADE all around the school without 
even realizing what we're doing. It is honestly crazy how this app has taken over our minds too. For a while, there 
was a lot of controversy about the Renegade dance going around. People complained about how the famous Charli 
D?amelio stole this dance from this other girl. If you don?t know who Charli is, she is a 15 year old girl who blew up 
overnight on Tik Tok, from this dance she did called the Renegade. Like previously mentioned the dance didn?t 
belong to her, and overtime people got mad that she blew up for something she didn?t exactly create. Well, Charli 
finally met up and made a Tik Tok with the original creator, Jalalah, which ended all the problems and Jalalah got 
the credit that not just her, but also the majority of Tik Tok users wanted for her.

Have You Noticed? 
How there aren't any more crazy trends that are becoming viral on YouTube. 
Everyone just seems to be posting the same things, and it seems as though 
YouTubers have lost their creative juices. 

YouTubers like Carina, who is a small Youtuber, have come out to talk about this 
problem too. She says how, as a user of the Youtube platform, she doesn?t even 
know what to watch anymore, and I definitely agree with her. She mentions how 
her recommended page isn?t what it used to be. Carina even said to herself that it 
is so hard to come up with fun original ideas these days. She tries to ask her 
subscribers for ideas, but just like her they just list the same old ideas. 

To wrap it up, what do you all think about TikTok? Do you like it or do you hate 
TikTok? Come back next time, and we might be discussing the Tik Tok houses, and dig deeper into those Tiktoker?s 
past. Where were they before TikTok? You?ll never know unless you check back in to PRIDE PAPERS 2.0!

PRIDE POLL
Click below to take our poll and find our the 

results next month!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Are you Team Peter  or  Team John?
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MEET THE STAFF
I am proud to be the advising teacher of the Pride Papers. This small group of students came together to create 

this first edition. As this is a busy group of students, collaboration was mostly done online. I hope you enjoy this 
first edition, there is more to come in the future. - Ms. Sylvia

Alicia Galarza - Editor  in Chief

My name is Alicia, I?m in 9th grade, and originally from Chicago. I am honored to 
call myself the editor-in-chief, as well as the founder of this newspaper. I have always 
wanted to work on a school newspaper, and I?m proud to have made this happen, and 
lucky to find such a great team to share this experience with.

Yok Kr itayanutkul - Photographer /Layout Editor

Hi, my name is Yok, and I'm a high school student in grade 10. My role as the layout 
editor of our newspaper club is to assemble the article's contents to be aesthetically 
pleasing and easy-to-read. I am passionate about art and so it's exciting to be a part of 
the newspaper crew.

Ennio Lamar i - Wr iter /Editor  of Current Events

Hey, my name is Ennio, I am currently in grade 11. I?ve lived in Bangkok for 2 and a 
half years and was living in Australia before moving here. Some might ask where I am 
from, I would argue I am from everywhere and not a particular country. I?ve been 
raised in 10 countries in total since my birth and thus had the opportunity to 
experience a multitude of cultures.

Amanda Bolin - Editor  of Ar ts and Pop Culture

Hi there! I'm Amanda, 10th grader, and one of the editors of this newspaper crew. I 
work behind the scenes and make sure the text is as good as it can be when it reaches 
you. I'm interested in being part of the news process.

Nesta Dalphinis - Pop Culture Wr iter

Hi, my name is Nesta, I'm in grade 9. I've lived in Bangkok for my whole life, born 
and raised here in Bangkok. I've also been in Berkeley International School ever since 
it first opened in 2010. It's been a long time! One hobby of mine is music. I'm always 
listening to music, singing for fun, and playing instruments whenever I can. I love it!

Sophi Tanta-Nanta - Ar ts and Pop Culture Wr iter

What it do baby, I?m Sophi and I?m a freshman. I?ve lived in Thailand for three years 
and I was living in the United States for 12 years before moving here.

Taffy Deng - Current Events Wr iter

Hi, my name is Taffy, I?m in grade 9. I?ve lived in Bangkok for 3 years and was 
living in Beijing before moving here.
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