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The theme of this issue is Berkeley’s Expected School-
wide Learning Results, or ESLRs. The ESLRs serve as 

the foundation for Berkeley’s program. They are what we 
want all of our students to know and be able to do when they 
leave Berkeley. Below are Berkeley’s three ESLRs and a short 
explanation of each. The Berkeley staff is in the process of 
detailing the necessary skills and concepts to achieve each.

Effective Communicator: All Berkeley graduates will 
communicate and collaborate in varying contexts using a 
range of methods and media. 

We live in a shrinking world. It is our goal to educate 
students to become effective communicators in the 21st 
Century. Communicating in the 21st Century requires a 
wide range of knowledge and skills, including speaking 
different languages, knowing cultural mores, being skilled 
at the use of cutting edge technology, and high levels of 
literacy in multiple contexts. 

Independent Learner: Through the use of developed 
strategies, all Berkeley graduates will demonstrate the 
curiosity, confidence, and enthusiasm to direct their own 
learning. 

There has never been as much access to information as 
today. We need to educate our students to be independent 
learners. With effective skills and study habits students 
can learn virtually anything in today’s world. Whether it 
be learning coding to make iPhone apps, learning Korean, 
or learning to play guitar, the world is within reach of our 
students. We need to make sure they have the skills to grab it!

Global Citizen: All Berkeley graduates will demonstrate 
respect and compassion for themselves and the world around 
them. 

Compassion is so important in today’s world. Not only do 
we want Berkeley students to be respectful to all people 

around them, we want them to act on their compassion and 
do something to help. Our goal is for Berkeley students to 
be leaders in making the world a better place.

A Letter from the Headmaster

Introducing the ESLRS
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LEARNER

Michael Gohde
Headmaster

We are BERKELEY!



Clean-Up
The K2 Pandas and Giraffes have been learning how 
to be responsible Global Citizens.  Each day at recess, 
the children check the playground to make sure there 
isn’t any trash on the ground.  Occasionally, there 
are some papers or food wrappers left on the ground 
after school.  Any trash that is found is put into the 
bin.

On our recent trip to the Khao Kheow Zoo, we 
asked the cafeteria ladies to pack our lunch into one 

big pot rather than giving us individual portions 
in styrofoam boxes.  We brought our own reusable 
plates and utensils, which we washed when we got 
back to school.  This really cut down on the amount 
of trash we left behind, and it was a great way to save 
the environment!

Kindergarten          

Mr. James and Ms. Sandy 
K2 Teachers
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-Demonstrating Global Citizenship-

Kanok Lai Thai are different Thai patterns 
used in paintings. They take their forms from 

triangles and the patterns are drawn inside. The 
patterns are adapted from other fire shapes. It is 
an identity of Thai art that had been inherited over 
a long time. Many artists  put all their creativity 
into this kind of art. We can see Kanok Lai Thai 
in many places around the country in paintings, 
sculptures, architecture and also as decorations 
in Thai ceremonies. It is propitious art and that’s 
why we always see it in temples and palaces. Thai 
people respect, believe in, and are very proud of this 
beautiful and valuable art form. 

The Thai department has been training Grade 8 and 
Grade 9 students to draw and paint the Kanok Lai 
Thai on t -shirts. Both Thai and non – Thai students 
appreciate this magnificent art from Thailand and 
have learned how Thai art can be applied in every 
day life.

Kanok Lai Thai

Kru Dao and Kru Lek
Thai Teachers



Mr. Andy 
4th Grade Teacher

A little while ago, the fourth graders finished 
reading Danny the Champion of the World by 
Roald Dahl. They all loved the book and would 
recommend it to anyone. The story is all about 
a wonderfully kind and responsible young man, 
Danny, and his marvelous father. The highlight of the 
narrative is when Danny and his father attempted 
one of the biggest poaching jobs in history! Our very 
own Amanda once again showed herself to be a true 
independent learner by beautifully capturing this 
section of the plot in her narrative summary below.
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Amanda 

Danny and his father quietly crept into the deep dark woods. 
They quickly scattered raisins (with sleeping pill powder 

inside) towards the hungry pheasants. Then they spotted an 
awfully evil looking keeper. He glared at them and sneered “Get 
out of here, NOW!” Danny and his father strolled out of the 
evil keeper’s sight. They waited for a long time for the roosted 
pheasants to fall down. Then they heard the sound. Thump. Thump. 
Thump. Huge pheasants fell to the ground. Danny and his father 
ran around snatching three pheasants from each tree.

”118,119,120!” exclaimed Danny’s father. They packed two 
large brown bags full with pheasants. 

Later, a short and old looking man greeted them. It was Charlie 
Kinch, the great taxi driver. He helped Danny carry the enormous 
bag into his yellow car. They talked a lot on their way home. 
Eventually, Charlie dropped them near their filling station. Then he 
dropped the pheasants at Mrs. Clipstone’s house. Mrs. Clipstone 
was the vicar’s wife, so they figured the pheasants would be 
safe there. Once home, Danny’s father called an excellent doctor 
named Doc. Spencer, who came straight away. 

Later that morning, Mrs. Clipstone was arriving at the filling 
station. She was pushing a deep wagon and on top of it was 
her baby, Christopher. Under the wagon were many pheasants 
sleeping. Danny’s father told Danny that he built the wagon 
especially for the job. The three people looked at Mrs. Clipstone. 
They noticed she was running surprisingly fast. She looked 
worried. 

Suddenly all of the sleeping pheasants soared up into the clear 
blue sky. They felt groggy from the sleeping pills and many crashed 
straight into the filling station. Some cars stopped, including Mr. 
Victor Hazel’s. He stomped up to Danny’s father and glared.  Then 
he started nastily screaming that the pheasants belonged to him 
because they were on his land. 

By luck, Sergeant Samways was just arriving. The sergeant gave 
Danny’s father a wink, and then began speaking to Victor Hazel. 
He managed to trick Victor Hazel into an embarrassing situation, 
and the horrible man eventually drove away unhappily. 

After that, all of the happy pheasants flew away, disappearing out 
of sight. But Danny’s father was downhearted. He had long been 
dreaming about eating delicious pheasant for supper. But Doc 
Spencer had a big surprise! They all looked into the filling station 
and saw six snoring pheasants, which the Doc. had picked up and 
put inside for safe keeping.

Student Highlight
Independent Learner



Berkeley’s Grade 8 Social Studies class spent 
the third quarter examining the elements of 
culture. To further our understanding of the 

importance of culture in society we focused on a 
current and significant cultural 
event – the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Olympics. The Olympics are an 
old tradition of cultural pride and 
served as a platform for students 
to learn about the cultures and 
geography of several countries 
around the world. The task 
was to examine the factors that 
determine a country’s success 
in the Winter Olympics, so the 
class began by examining the 
medal standings and choosing to research a country 
within the top 20 competitors. Students spent time 
researching the important cultural and geographical 
aspects of their chosen country within the context of 
the 2014 Winter Olympics using a variety of online 
tools. Special emphasis was placed on the importance 
of organizing research and citing information.  

The final product for this project is a website made 
using the online tool, Weebly. A special group of 
student leaders, who had learned how to use Weebly 
in I.T. class, took charge and taught their classmates 

how to create their own websites. The 
result is a series of 12 websites, one made 
by each Grade 8 student, which detail the 
culture and Olympic success of Austria, 
Canada, Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Korea, the Netherlands, 
Russia, Switzerland, and the United States. 
This project has reinforced our Global 
Citizenship by expanding our cultural 
awareness and collaborating as a class. 

8th Grade goes Global!

To expand your cultural awareness and learn about the Winter 
Olympics check out our websites at: http://sochi-2014.weebly.com/

Ms. Mel 
Social Studies Teacher
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Berkeley’s expected school-wide learning results state that effective 
communicators “communicate and collaborate using a range of 

methods and media in varying contexts”, and grade five has certainly 
been trying to live up to that standard this year.  Across their subjects 
this year, grade five students have been communicating their learning 
using a wide variety of tools both traditional and modern.

Already this year grade five has completed writing assignments using 
Microsoft word, Google Docs, and paper and pen.  In social studies 
they completed a presentation on ancient peoples using Google 
Drive, and are currently working on a presentation about different 
types of government using Prezi.  Science has seen the students create 
charts showing experiment results, posters explaining the water cycle, 
and organelles to place in a wall model of an animal cell.  For math, 
they have created learning objects about fractions, finding common 
factors, and helped create a word problem cue board.

It’s not these varied methods of communication, though, that the 
students report as being most beneficial for their education.  They feel 
that it is the opportunities to work collaboratively that help them the 
most.

Words
from

the 5th 
Graders! 

“When we work together, other 

students can see when we make a 

mistake and help us.” said Namo.

“We can work faster as a team,” 
says Dunk.

“And we can share ideas so we can 

all get smarter and have big brains!” 

declared Mayda.
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A TECH ADVENTUREA TECH ADVENTURE
The Middle and High School IT students were in for a 

surprise when they found out they were going on an IT 
field trip to a park. What kind of technology lesson takes 
place at a park, they were wondering. They soon found 
out they were in for an action packed day at King Rama 9 
Park (Suan Luang) on a digital treasure hunt, known as 
geocaching. Students used their digital devices to guide 
them to the correct waypoint, determined by longitude 
and latitude points, in order to find a hidden treasure. 
Berkeley students set off to find their first geocache of the 
day, splitting up in two groups led by Ms. Ashley and Mr. 
Darrick. They sprinted across the park, and with some 
careful clue deciphering were able to find the cache (or 
digital treasure). They signed the log book and set off to 
the next destination. This time they were out of luck, as 
it appeared that a “muggle” (a non-geocacher) must have 
removed the treasure by accident. However, these young 
cachers were determined to find one more treasure, and set 
off on their final and most successful cache of the day. Using 
effective communication and problem solving skills the 
students worked together to find a cache that hadn’t been 
found for a year! It was a great day of fun and excitement, 
finished off with a relaxing picnic in the park. If you want to 

explore new places, and use technology to do so, geocaching 
is a great way to get out and about with friends and family. 
To learn more go to www.geocaching.com

Mr. Ashley

Ms. Ashley

5th Grade Teacher

IT Coordinator
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The children in K3 are becoming effective 
communicators.  Both K3 classes participate 

daily in a balanced literacy program, where they 
have the opportunity to develop both their reading 
and writing skills.  This quarter the children began 
writing non-fiction texts. After reading a variety of 
non-fiction texts about animals from all over the 
world, they were able to independently write their 
own non-fiction text about animals they are experts 
on.  When writing the children are able to sound 
words out, use capital letters where needed and end 
each sentence with the appropriate punctuation. 
Now that the children have reviewed all letters of the 
alphabet and the different sounds they make, they 
are learning about letters that work together to make 
one sounds. These are called digraphs (ck, ch, sh, th, 
ng and wh). Learning these digraphs has helped the 
children when it comes to spelling and reading tricky 
words. 

Not only can the children communicate through 
writing, they are also confident when speaking in 

front of their peers during class discussions. They 
work well in their talk partners (when two children 
share their ideas with one another) during our shared 
reading time.

The children also use their effective communicating 
skills during math and social sciences. During our 
unit on measurement, the children were excellent at 
measuring accurately and describing and comparing 
items as being longer, taller and/or shorter.  During 
social science the children have been learning to 
names of the different continents through song. They 
describe where animals live around the world and 
what they need to survive.

We know that the learning will not stop as we enter 
Quarter 4! Keep up the great work K3 children. 

What do the K3... 
Foxes and Tigers say? 

Ms. Charlotte and 
Ms. Monique

K3 Teachers
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Sports day at Berkeley means fun, team sports, and 
competitive action. This year was no exception to 

the rule and the competition was even hotter than 
usual. All the students at Berkeley were given the 
opportunity to participate in various sporting events 
testing their stamina, ethics, discipline and team 
working capabilities. 

All the students were mixed into different groups 
from their normal classes and adopted team colors 
and names to get the games started. 

The atmosphere was electric from the beginning, and 
the parents cheering from the side made the moment 
even more important for our aspiring athletes. 
The kindergarten and elementary schools were 
in action at home, and the middle & high schools 
played away in a day of action at the park.

The chosen sports varied according to age groups 
but we focused on relays, running and team games. 
The sports days took place in the morning to avoid 

the heat, and the weather played its part as we had a 
really nice cool spell that coincided with the events.

Awards were given to the winning teams, and the 
Berkeley staff assisting on the day were always on 
hand to keep a tally of points and ensure that all the 
games went off smoothly and with a smile. Some of 
our high school students also came by to help out, 
and a big thanks goes out to them. As we continue to 
build a comprehensive sports program at Berkeley, 
sports days are invaluable in testing and seeing the 
true athletic potential of our student body.

Currently we field competitive teams in soccer 
with basketball and swimming on the horizon. We 
encourage all students to get involved in sports at 
Berkeley, not just on sports days, but everyday.

A big warm thank you to everyone who participated. 

We are Berkeley!

Coach Mike
PE Teacher

SPORTS DAY
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Here at Berkeley we all are very excited about our 
“Focus On Reading Week” which took place 

from March 3-March 7.  Dr. Seuss’s birthday was 
March 2nd which coincided with the “Read Across 
America Week” that takes place in American schools.  
Students kept reading logs from the beginning of 
February and based on those entries the top reader 
from each class received a Kinokuniya gift voucher 
for 300 baht.  The top reader for the whole school 
received tickets for four to Paragon Cinemas.  

Please congratulate these top readers from each 
class!  Air Walanchanurak in Grade 7 was the overall 
school winner.  Grade 6 competition was so close 
that I chose two winners: Elise Holberg and Marlena 
Wilson.

• G1A Bryan Westphal
• G1B Armaan Idrees
• G2 Kai Wellby
• G3 Pinky Potter
• G4 Zen Watanakulchai
• G5 Mook Sae-Chan
• G6 Elise Holberg and Marlena Wilson
• G7 Air Walanchanurak
• G8 Ella Roy
• G9 Tarn Sirisambhand

I was so pleased when the PTO came up with the 
great idea of having a Book Drive competition.  
Students donated books to the library.  Since this 
was a competition, there were prizes awarded.  Pizza 
parties were given to those classes which donated 
the most books!  The winners of the pizza parties 
were K3B, Grade 5, and Grade 6.  We received 
over 700 books which will be a great addition to 

our collection.  Again, thank you to the Berkeley 
Community for this compassionate donation.

We were also happy to welcome children’s author 
Janice Santikarn to Berkeley.  She is an Australian 
writer who lives here in Thailand.  If you have visited 
Kinokuniya or Asia Books, then I’m sure that you’ve 
seen some of her books which include: The Little 
Blue Tuk-Tuk, Koko the Monkey, The Brave Little 
Tuk-Tuk, Can You Guess?, When I Grow Up, ABC 
of Thailand, Nawin Saves the Elephants, and The 
Twelve Days of Christmas.  She read to our students 
and conducted educational activities with them.  
You can learn more about her by visiting www.
janicesantikarn.com.

We warmed up for our “Focus on Reading Week” 
by having a Scholastic Book Fair in the Main Hall 
at Berkeley on February 27 and 28.  I want to thank 
you all for your participation in this event.  This was 
a great chance for your children to buy books. The 
sales at this event will also benefit our library and 
students.

On Friday, March 7, Berkeley participated in a “Dress 
Up As Your Favorite Character Day.”  It was a great 
chance to have fun and celebrate reading.  There were 
so many great costumes this day! 

Let me close by saying that I am thrilled to see how 
much our students enjoy reading.  I’m looking 
forward to finishing this year and to beginning next 
year by seeing our students enjoyment of reading 
continue to grow.  I need your help to do this.  Please 
encourage your children to read!

C e l e b r a t i n g  R E A D I N G !

Mr. Michael
Librarian
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