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Greetings and best wishes to all of our Berkeley Community. At the time of this writing,
we have been back at school for almost seven weeks, and all of our students seem to
have settled back into the daily routines of school. Rather than looking back at the last
few weeks, though, I thought it would better serve us as the semester draws to a close
to look forward to the spring semester and what it might hold for our school
community.
Our goal as we head into January and February will be to continue to gradually reopen
the school in a safe and measured way. This will begin with a return of our normal after
school activity program, and hopefully continue to allow parents back onto campus first
for special events, and then on a more regular basis. Obviously, the school will need to
follow government direction on
the matter of reopening campus,
but we will always opt for the
most open and inclusive campus
atmosphere that is both safe and
allowed.
Speaking of special events, there
are a few changes to our normal
slate of spring semester
activities. First, based upon the
current uncertainty around
government regulations for large
events at school, we have
decided to cancel our Chinese
New Year Carnival. This will be
balanced by the inclusion in the
calendar of International Day
and the Elementary Musical.
These events have been moved
from the fall semester in hopes
of allowing parents to enjoy
them, and are scheduled for late
April and late May, respectively.
We are hopeful for a continued
return to normalcy in the
coming months, and thank you
in advance for your continued
patience as the reopening
process continues. We hope to
see everyone back on campus
soon!
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MAINTAINING
MOMENTUM

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL MR. JAKE
As I hope you all know about me by now, the students’
wellbeing and mental health is my greatest priority.
After a long semester, with only a short October break
in between, the Berkeley community as a whole needs
time to rest, reflect and refocus. I do feel, however, it is
important to mention ‘momentum’. Over the last few
weeks, we have seen great momentum building in the
learning of our students. And while a chance to relax
and refresh is upon us, and should indeed be taken, I
would encourage all families to help their children
maintain a level of momentum to ensure the return to
school in January is relatively seamless.
This doesn’t mean we should be pushing our children
to engage in heavy, academic-based activities over the
break. Rather, we should be aiming to incorporate
family-friendly activities and pastimes into the daily
lives of our children in an effort to maintain their
learning momentum. This can be done through daily
reading, whether that be independently or as a family
before bed time or on the plane. Daily journals (picture
or text-based) is another idea for students to keep their
minds (and writing skills) busy and active in a nonacademic task. One final recommendation is to keep
your children exercising and physically active over the
break. The students have made great strides in
returning to their pre-online learning fitness levels, and
family walks or bike rides, swimming in the pool or
ocean, are just a couple of examples of how this can be
further developed.

WARM
WISHES

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL MR. JP
As we end the first semester and look forward to what is
ahead I would like to pause for a moment and look at
what we have accomplished. Covid-19 has changed
our lives and for many of us the beginning of this year
was spent adapting to those changes. Online learning
kept us away from each other but we persisted to learn
about each other and every day we strove to make
each other feel a little less alone. I saw students rise to
the challenge and take on the responsibility of their
learning like never before. I saw parents pushing to
make the at home learning environments a success
alongside their home offices. As we bring this year to a
close I want to congratulate you all on rising up to meet
those challenges. I’m proud of each and every one of
you. Enjoy the much deserved break, you’ve earned it.
Happy Holidays.

So, rest up and relax, but keep our young learners'
brains and bodies motoring along, so come January,
we can pick up where we left off and start building that
momentum once again. Happy holidays to all!
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LOY
KRATHONG
Ms. Aoy
Loy Krathong Day falls on the night of the full
moon of the 12th month in the traditional Thai
lunar calendar; the exact date of the festival
changes every year. In 2021 it held on
November 19th.
This festival is one of the most spectacular in
Thailand, when people gather around lakes,
canals and rivers to pay respects to the
goddess of water by floating beautiful lotus
shaped vessels, decorated with candles, joss
sticks, and flowers onto the water.
For this year, we celebrated the day by making
a krathong. We still keep a social distancing
policy while doing the activity. Kinder students
had a great time making their krathong in Thai
class. Also, elementary students made
krathongs with biodegradable corn snacks for
the fish in the covered basketball court. Entire
students wore a Thai style dress to join the
event.
Happy Loy Krathong Day!
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Did you see a butterfly flutter by?

By: Ms. Bela
It has been so wonderful to have all our K2 friends and all of
Berkeley back at school! While we got to know each other during
online learning, we had a chance to get to know each other all
over again through socializing, conversing and most important of
all, playing!
Our students naturally started to inquire and learn about
themselves and the world around them, this led K2 to explore
how living things grow and what they need. One of our favorite
activities this quarter was when we were able to watch our
butterflies grow. Our butterfly journey first started when we
received twelve caterpillars to take care of! While this was a huge
task for everyone, excitement took over and we all quickly got
involved in this beautiful project. For the first 4 days,we provided
fresh kaffir lime leaves for our caterpillars to eat and had to clean
them out daily. We didn’t realize how much caterpillars loved to
eat and they started growing quite big, just like the book “A Very
Hungry Caterpillar’. After a few days, they all started climbing to
the top of the container, attached themselves with strands of silk
and turned themselves upside down which signalled the
beginning of the chrysalis process. We patiently waited for eight
days before we noticed our chrysalis turning brown. This meant
our butterflies were ready to emerge. We waited another two
days before we saw our first set of butterflies. How special it was
to have butterflies emerge everyday for one week! We all wanted
to keep them forever but we knew that the classroom was not
the best place for them to live in. With loving and cheerful hearts,
we opened their temporary shelter and bid them goodbye,
thanking them for showing us their beautiful life cycle and
magnificent wings. Bye Bye Butterflies!
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Can We Grow
Food on Mars?

By: Mr. Blake

Our first Science unit of the year had our fifth graders asking, “Can we grow food
on Mars?” The study had us examining food webs, ecosystems, and energy
pyramids, in order to see if we could possibly build a sustainable living environment
in a biosphere on Mars. We looked at what foods we would need to grow, what
organisms we would need to have, and what these things need to survive. This
study even had us looking back on some dinosaur food webs and learning about
why some organisms survived and some went extinct. We also studied some
different biomes around the world and students made posters and dioramas to
showcase different plant and animal adaptations. Using all of this knowledge, we
were able to discover what would be needed in order to survive for two years in a
biosphere on Mars.

The Animal
Kingdom
By: Ms. Bridget
We have been learning all about the 5 Kingdoms of Vertebrates
in K3B. We started our studies first by learning about
Vertebrates, or backbones. Then we divided all the animals that
have a backbone into their 5 Kingdoms. First we studied the Fish
(Pisces) Kingdom, followed by the Amphibians, Reptiles, Birds
(Aves) and finally we studied Mammals.
The children learned that through millions of years of evolution
each Kingdom developed or adapted from the previous one.
First there were only Fish, during a time when the world was
covered in water. Then some land appeared and Amphibians
came to be. They depend on water and land in order to survive.
As more land became available the Reptiles evolved and then
the Birds took flight and filled the sky. Finally after all of these
developments, Mammals were the last to evolve. It took all these
years to perfect our Earth for humans.
The children learned about the different types of animals, the
characteristics, parts of, habitats, life cycles and special qualities
for each kingdom of Vertebrate. Our class seemed to really
connect with animals as they learned that we too are Mammals
and share common characteristics.

During our study of amphibians we gathered
tadpoles from our garden and created an
environment for them in our classroom. The class
loved watching our tadpoles change into froglets.
We also enjoyed releasing them back into the
pond so they will continue to grow and thrive.
At the end of our unit of study the children worked
in small groups and created posters to represent
the 5 Kingdoms of Vertebrates. We have had a lot
of fun studying The Animal Kingdom!!
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Dramatic Play
by: Ms. Caroline

In K1 classrooms, part of the classroom is devoted to a dramatic play area. Dramatic play engages
children’s imagination and encourages role playing and expressive language. Pretend play also
allows the children to experience the world in a safe and familiar environment. Dramatic play helps
children build up their vocabulary and other literacy skills while also integrating math and science.
However, the central focus of dramatic play in K1? Social Skills! Dramatic play provides students
opportunities to play alongside others, taking turns and sharing fairly. It requires students to work
together as we learn to communicate and problem solve!
Some of the dramatic play centers that K1 has experienced this term are a restaurant, nursery, and
space station. In the restaurant, students were able to take turns playing different roles such as
server, cook, and customer. For the nursery, students practiced caring for babies and practicing life
skills such as bathing, feeding, and putting baby down for a nap. Our space station dramatic plays
have featured a rocket ship, control board, and space center Mission Control. It has been fun
pretending to be astronauts and counting down to Blast Off!
At school, social skills are the center of dramatic play, but dramatic play at home requires little to
no prep. You can provide props such as recycled materials, old clothes, or dolls. Try setting up some
role plays and let your imagination soar!

Christmas Math
by: Mr. Chase
The children are here having a lot more fun. Doing Math
activities or solving the problems in the sun. The 6th graders
are great, they moved up to the fifth floor. Solving Math
problems in their heads, and having fun on the white board.
The 7th graders are fine learning their topics. Giving 300 baht
for the Christmas Drive out from their pockets. They are
learning a lot about probability. Theoretical versus
experimental and drawing a tree. The 8th graders are at their
desks and finally here. The semester is almost over and they’ll
graduate this year. They are learning systems of equations and
inequalities. They will have one semester left and a great
Christmas Holiday. This year has been special with so much to
do. From being online then going back to school.
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The Show Must Go on
Ms. Christine
In the lead up to our Christmas
holidays the entire Elementary school
would be preparing for the big school
musical where the students would act,
sing and dance on our main theater
stage. Although we were not able to
have our elementary musical this
December - we decided the show must
go on! We have had to make some
changes this year, one thing which has
not changed is the children's
eagerness to perform and create.
Each class has been working within
their drama classes to create a
performance for their family and
friends to enjoy. Our younger children
of elementary school were tasked with
Christmas poems while our older
students were challenged with
improvising the classic ‘A Christmas
Carol’ and creating their very own
Christmas stories.

Learning how to Dribble
Ms. Courtney
Throughout quarter one, all of grade 5 have been
learning about adding, subtracting, multiplying and
dividing decimals. What better way to show what they
have learned than by creating their own menus and
restaurants for a day! Each student designed their own
menu with appetizers, main courses, desserts and
drinks to choose from. Some students designed their
menus on paper while others designed theirs on Google
Slides. They all included prices with decimals, creative
food offerings, and the name of their restaurant. All of
the fifth graders then had the opportunity to take
orders and dine at their classmates’ restaurants. The
final task was adding up their totals, finding out how
much each person owed, and how much change to give
back by using what they learned in real-life application.
Bon appetit!

Not only did our drama classes
prepare something for our Berkeley
community, every class worked on a
wonderful classic Christmas song with
their music teacher and learned
choreography to perform. The
students shone through rehearsals
with big smiles and laughter filling the
room. The drama room was most
definitely filled with Christmas spirit
this year! We hope you enjoyed their
performances as much as we had fun
creating them.
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TRANSITION
You could say the past year or more has been a year of transition; transition in ways
that some of us would not have expected, but maybe should have. When you think
about what transitions occurred this year, you might think about how the economy
has transitioned or even how school and online learning has transitioned. Are these
“good,” “bad,” or “neutral” transitions? Can a transition even be labeled as such?
When asking students about transition, most get the general idea of a transition.
Students often use words and phrases like “change,” “transfer,” “go through
something,” “move from place to place.” To keep things in perspective, we will follow
the Oxford Online dictionary definition: “movement, passage, or change from one
position, state, stage, subject, concept.” However if we take this back a step further
to the Latin word origin in the middle 15th century, we find it has a much simpler
meaning: “go or cross over.” The definitions from the students and Oxford are rather
neutral; however, when we take examples from students, things become clear that
transition for some students is positive, while others find it negative and others take
a more neutral stance. See the table for some examples of each.

POSITIVE CONNOTATION

NEUTRAL CONNOTATION

“...getting to move into a new house.”

“...I think of transition of colors like from
red to orange.”

“...getting to transition between P.E. and
snack.”
“...a school system in which there is something
wrong and you get feedback and you make a
transition to a better school system.”

“...example is a transformation of the state
of matter, like ice into water, from a solid
to a liquid…”
“...Change from online school to normal
school.”

NEGATIVE CONNOTATION
“...having to move to a new
school/country.”

“...times tables transition was difficult for
students.”
“...transitioning from a student into an
adult who has to go to work everyday.”

Just look at the variety of examples given by students and these are just 9 samples of 80 students’ ideas. If we take a
look at these, it's the words they use that tend to change the meaning. In many cases, the removal or addition of a
single word could completely change the overall meaning. Using their words and looking at what they said and
didn’t say is important and gives us some insight about our students. One student seems to be excited about moving
houses and we get that with the use of the word “getting.” Another student is seemingly less thrilled about moving
with the use of the word “having,” as if it was forced or unwanted. We seem to have two other students that are
stressed or, in the least, finding their newfound role difficult, whether it's doing a type of math or the change to
adulthood.
As we transition to the new year, let us all keep in mind the simple words we use can have profoundly different
meanings. As adults, we get to guide our children's/students' transitions and those little words we choose to use, or
not use, are the ones they will remember. Let us all transition to the new year by focusing on the positives we have
and the positives to come.
- Ponderings of C. Nickel
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING
VIKING BOOKS

MS. DANELLE

Grade 3 students have been studying about Vikings in many different ways.
This quarter, they have also been writing informational books about Vikings.
They have written about many topics such as Viking longhouses, weapons,
food, longships, clothing, and many other topics! They have been learning
about engaging introduction paragraphs, informative and researched body
paragraphs and conclusion paragraphs.
They have also truly enjoyed learning how to publish their work in Google
Slides. They have been applying their knowledge of text features they
learned about in quarter one such as maps, captions, headings,
photographs, table of contents, page numbers, glossaries, and bold text in
their informational books. Grade 3 students are also learning to personalize
their books as they can change the font, line spacing, and design the layout
of each page in their book.
It has truly been an enjoyable and exciting process of watching them grow in
their knowledge of Vikings, writing, and technology. Grade 3 students are
growing in so many ways!

PUBLIC SPEAKING: PODCASTS

MS. DANIELLE

“Podcasts, so hot right now.” Podcasts are one of the most
popular forms of media for all ages, with something out there for
any and all interests. As people spent more time at home over the
last few years, they were able to spend time learning and
developing their hobbies. Podcasting and reporting became a
wonderful way to connect with friends and audiences. It allows
presenters and listeners to expand their knowledge, and form a
community. With over 2 million podcasts created, it’s easy to find
something that you already love, or a new rabbit hole to fall into!
With over 340 million downloads, and a Peabody award, Serial has arguably become one of the
most popular podcasts of all time. Its innovative and live research style captivated millions of
listeners worldwide, and spawned tv shows, movies, and more podcasts similar in style. The
students in Public Speaking have been listening and analyzing Serial, and putting on their detective
hats to follow along with the clues, suspects, and theories to try and understand what really
happened to Hae Min Lee. The critical thinking, callback, and organization skills required are a
great way to develop their writing and research skills for other classes. Along the way we have had
many great discussions about crime, ethics, reporting, and the legal system.
For their final assessment, students get their own opportunity to research and create a narrative
podcast about a topic they are passionate and curious about. Their goal is to create a podcast that
speaks to their audience, and shares their joy and inquisitive nature. Students are exploring the
origins, impact, and history of Legos, Game of Thrones, Kingdom Hearts, CRISPR, accents, and
storage space. Students spent time creating essential questions to drive their podcast, but were
encouraged to let their stories change and develop as their research did too. This will be an
excellent skill students can use when they leave Berkeley. Who knows which of our Lions could even
make a career out of podcasting, and become the next Sarah Koenig!
14
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CHRISTMAS
DURING

RECIPES
THE

YOU

WINTER

CAN

MAKE

BREAK!

By Cat G9, Bryan G9, and Eva G9

Are you planning a Christmas Dinner? Well, look no further! These three mouthwatering recipes will be the
highlight of the season and are traditional recipes from different countries. They can even serve as a main course,
side, and dessert if you plan to cook them all together! Our recipes include an American horseradish crusted-beef
tenderloin, a Russian Christmas salad called Vinegret, and German Christmas cookies called Zimtstern.

RECIPE 1: HORSERADISH CRUSTED BEEF TENDERLOIN
American traditional Christmas dinners usually feature roast beef,
ham, or turkey with stuffing. For dessert, pumpkin or apple pie,
raisin pudding, Christmas pudding, or fruitcake are staples. These
are Christmas meals because they are rich and substantial, and form
a significant part of gatherings held to celebrate the arrival of
Christmas time. Most of the time, there are ritual elements of the
meal-related to the religious holiday, such as the saying of grace.
Today, we are writing a traditional roast beef recipe to honor the
celebrations and provide an easy and delicious Christmas meal!

Ingredients:
1 whole garlic bulb
1 teaspoon olive oil
⅓ cup prepared horseradish
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon dried basil
¼ teaspoon dried thyme
¼ teaspoon pepper
⅓ cup soft bread crumbs
1 beef tenderloin roast (around 3
pounds)

Instructions:
1. Remove papery outer skin from garlic bulb (do not peel or
separate cloves). Cut the top off the garlic bulb; brush with oil.
Wrap in heavy-duty foil. Bake at 425° Fahrenheit or 218 degrees
Celsius until softened, 30-35 minutes. Cool for 10-15 minutes.
Lower oven setting to 400° Fahrenheit or 204 Celsius.
2. Squeeze softened garlic into a small bowl; stir in the horseradish,
salt, basil, thyme, and pepper. Add bread crumbs; toss to coat.
Spread over top of tenderloin. Place on a rack in a large shallow
roasting pan.
3. Bake until meat reaches desired doneness (for medium-rare, a
thermometer should read 135° Fahrenheit or 57 degrees Celsius;
medium, 140° or 60 degrees Celsius; medium-well, 145° or 65
degrees Celsius), 45-55 minutes. Let stand for 10 minutes before
slicing.

RECIPE 2 - ВИНЕГРЕТ (VINEGRET)
Vinegret (Cyrillic: винегрет) is a salad with beetroot, potato,
carrots, and other healthy ingredients. Its name comes from the
dressing vinaigrette, but vinegar is not always included in the
salad. It is very popular in Russia and Ukraine but can be found
in Western Europe. It was invented in Russia in about 1792, but
it didn't become popular and common until the 1830s. There are
also many similar salads in France, Switzerland, Finland,
Belgium, and South America. Although this only takes about an
hour, some of the ingredients have to be pre-prepared, such as
the pickles, preserved peas, and fermented cabbage.
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Ingredients:
1 boiled beet
1 boiled potato
1 boiled carrot
5 pickles
1/2 can of preserved green peas
1 cup of fermented cabbage
1 onion
pepper (optional but recommended)
salt (optional but recommended)
20 ml of unrefined vegetable oil

Instructions
1. Boil the beetroot, potato, and carrot until they are done
2. Take them out and let them cool
3. Cut all the vegetables into small cubes, apart from the
green peas.
4. Put all of the vegetables together into a bowl, and add the
oil.
5. Add the pepper and salt.
6. Mix
7. Enjoy!

RECIPE 3 - BRYAN: ZIMTSTERN
Zimtstern (plural zimtsterne) is a German cookie whose
name translates to “cinnamon star” and originates from the
region of Swabia in southwest Germany. They are
traditionally made and eaten around Christmas in Germany
and Switzerland. At the time when they were created,
cinnamon and almonds were very rare, which explains why
it was only eaten once a year. The original recipe uses
ground almonds but these can be substituted with wheat
flour if you can’t eat them or don’t like them.

Ingredients:
1 cup softened butter
2 cups sugar
2 large eggs
3 ounces of chocolate melted and
cooled
2¾ cups all-purpose flour/ground
almonds/ground almond flour
⅓ cup ground cinnamon

Instructions
1. Take a large bowl and cream butter and sugar until light
and fluffy. Slowly beat in the eggs and chocolate too.
Combine your flour/almonds and cinnamon and then add
them to the mixture gradually. Mix it well and then put the
dough in a plastic wrap and place in the fridge for about 1
hour
2. On a lightly floured surface place on dough and roll until it
is ¼ inch thick. Cut out shapes with a cookie cutter
(usually a star), and then place on baking paper.
3. Bake at 350 degrees for 9 to 11 minutes until they are firm.
Icing is optional.

Weren't those recipes simple and delicious? You should try them to find out. Now you have
three new recipes to add to the already delicious array of foods usually at Christmas dinner
to make it even more spectacular. It’s sure to make your dinner more diverse and
interesting. They are even organized as a main meal, side, and dessert, so anyone who
doesn’t know what to cook has somewhere to start. Hope everyone has an awesome Winter
Break!
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GRID DRAWING
“If you’re
overwhelmed by
the size of a
problem, break it
down into smaller
pieces”
- Chuck Close.

By: Ms. Erin

This statement was made by an artist, but it could easily be
applied to many other areas of your life! There is a lot we can
learn from other artists who have come before us that
demonstrate interesting styles and techniques in drawing and
painting. Leonardo DaVinci and Albrecht Durer were masters
who developed practical methods to improve their artworks and
to make them more realistic- such as the use of the ‘grid’.
The grid method has been used by artists for centuries as a tool
to create correct proportions. It is clearly a useful method for
artists and aspiring artists alike. Chuck Close made large-scale
portraits and he achieved this realistic style with the help of
photos and ‘grid.’
“In a nutshell, the grid method involves drawing vertical and
horizontal lines over your reference photo, and then drawing a
grid of equal ratio on your work surface (paper, canvas, wood
panel, etc). Then you draw the image on your canvas, focusing
on one square at a time, until the entire image has been
transferred.”
In G7 & G8 art classes this semester, we began with a 5x7in photo
printed in black & white. Students drew lines on their photos to
create a 1-inch grid. On their drawing papers, we doubled the
size of their self-portraits by using a 2-inch grid and creating a
10x14in surface.
Students took their time to carefully copy the lines, values, and
textures from their photos to their papers. It is a very tricky
process that can be quite frustrating for young artists. It was a
joy to see more advanced students helping out their peers
during these class periods. I was so impressed by the resilience
and determination of the class to work through this challenging
project! Their wonderful portraits are on display on the 3rd floor,
just outside of the secondary art classroom.
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LEARNING HISTORY
THROUGH ACTING
By: Mr. James
Many of our most popular stories today follow the structure of the
hero’s journey. In this type of story the hero is typically called to action,
goes on a journey, and saves those in danger while facing adversity,
learning experiences, and becoming a better person along the way.
While this type of story structure is prevalent today, it was developed
thousands of years ago!
Sixth grade students in social studies this quarter learned about the
history of the hero’s journey and practiced their acting skills in our
unit on Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia was the area, between the Tigris
and Euphrates River, where the first major human civilizations
developed. This area is also home to the oldest surviving piece of
literature and example of the hero’s journey, The Epic of Gilgamesh.

The sixth graders had a lot of fun reading a modified, three act
play version of this classic story. The play was read out loud by the
sixth graders, with many of them playing multiple characters
throughout the story. They’ve clearly been taking their drama
lessons to heart, because the acting was superb! Throughout the
play students made connections to what they had already
learned about Mesopotamia, developed new understandings of
Mesopotamian culture, and learned the epic tale of Gilgamesh.

LITERACY GARDEN
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By: Ms. Jane

During a recent balmy November morning, grade 4 students and teachers
gathered in the garden to celebrate the end of their first in-person writing
unit. Students bravely volunteered to read their stories to the group,
practicing their public speaking, while sharing the fruits of their hard work
from the previous few weeks. After introducing students to the genre of
realistic fiction, the story writing process began with students finding small
moments in their own lives which could blossom into stories. They
identified characters they wished existed in the world and continued by
growing these characters with realistic traits. Their next challenge was to
plot their story with a story arc, ensuring they included all the story
elements we’d studied - a captivating lead, a rising action that highlighted
a character’s motivations and struggles, an exciting climax, and of course, a
satisfying resolution. A major focus in this unit was “showing, not telling”, in
which students were tasked with “showing” a character’s feelings through
their actions, thoughts, and words, without simply stating them for the
reader. Just as published authors do, students spent much of their time
revising and editing their work before finally publishing. Lastly, many chose
to share their work aloud in the microphone of our literary garden
celebration, a daunting challenge after so many months of online learning.
We teachers are so proud of the effort of our fourth grade writers, and were
blown away by their stories. We are looking forward to their continued
growth and success in the written work to come!
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GRADE 10 HISTORY
By: Ms. Jana
The history students in 10th grade have been exploring the world as it was between 1450 to
1750. This time period was dominated by large land and sea empires. Our historians have done
an excellent job at researching, categorizing, and analyzing the land-based empires. To explore
some of these further, the students have undertaken an obituary and autopsy.
The land empires in focus were: Imperial Russia, Ming and Qing Dynasties in China, the Mughal
Empire in South Asia, the Ottoman Empire based in Istanbul, the Safavid Empire mostly in Iran,
the Songhai Empire of Northern Africa, the Inca Empire in South America, and the Tokugawa
Empire in Japan.
First our historians had to research the successes of these empires such as significant leaders
and major accomplishments. The students also had to research how these large empires were
able to organize themselves such as social and political infrastructure, as well as how their labor
system was organized. The students also enjoyed researching what made these people and
culture unique such as religion, clothing, and literature. These were organized into one large
obituary to celebrate the now passed-away empires.
The next step was to write an autopsy. The students had to research the various causes of death.
Large empires do not just disappear overnight; there are many causes that combine over time
to weaken an empire before their demise. Students had to write out their autopsies before
finding commonality among these large empires.
All of our studied empires declined. Most had a combination of corruption, economic troubles,
and outside invasions. However, all of these empires and their descendants influenced our next
time period of increased global interaction, colonization, and industrialization, which is where
our students will journey to next when we come back after winter break.
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Middle School Music
By: Mr. Jay

In Middle School music, we’ve made the most out of this unusual year so far!
During online learning, all middle school music students explored the orchestral music of both
the Baroque (1600 - 1750) and Classical (1750 - 1820) eras, including the compositions of
composers such as Antonio Vivaldi, Johann Sebastian Bach, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and
Ludwig van Beethoven. We showed our growth in many different ways, including listening,
discussing, reading, watching documentaries, and creating personal projects about this music.
After a few months, almost all of the middle school students were able to identify whether a
musical selection was Baroque or Classical -- even correctly identifying musical pieces they’d
never heard before! We have focused on listening and evaluating music from different
perspectives: the performer, the composer, and the audience. This helps us develop our
understanding of the music more deeply, and enables us to think and feel more empathetic
towards others.
Once we were back in person, we changed gears from music history and appreciation, and
focused on playing our instruments again. This was also no easy task, as staying 2 meters
apart while still playing together as an ensemble is very challenging! However, the Grade 6
beginner, Grade 7 intermediate, and new Grade 8 - 12 advanced orchestras have overcome
these challenges and are playing their
instruments every day! We were a bit rusty, as
some of us hadn’t touched our instruments
since April 2021, but that’s okay. We’re focusing
on sight reading sheet music, understanding
how to find sharps and flats, and identifying
key signatures. We follow 3 simple rules every
time we rehearse: First, make every note
sound beautiful, every time -- even if we might
play the wrong note sometimes!. Second, focus
on playing the correct rhythms in time with the
rest of the group, so we can always start and
stop together. Third, learn the correct notes
and play them independently without having
to write in the letter names or finger numbers.
The orchestras are improving with each and
every rehearsal, and we’re hopeful that we’ll
get a chance to perform for you and the
Berkeley community sometime in 2022!
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LOOSE
PARTS
MS. JESS
Loose parts are everyday items that are open ended in their use
and can be manipulated, moved, or changed. When children
explore loose parts, they have complete autonomy on what to
do with them. It is important for us to incorporate natural items
that children will encounter in their day to day lives such as
pebbles, sticks, buttons, locks & keys, wood chips, recycled
materials, blocks, shells, leaves, ribbon, etc. The way in which
children interact with these loose parts means that the number
of outcomes during play is infinite.The possibilities are endless,
and the K1 children are supported to play creatively and use
their imaginations. New discoveries about how things work are
explored every day when children interact with open ended
materials.

VIKING JEWERLY

As children interact with carefully constructed learning centers in
K1, they are inspired to ask questions, think critically, problem
solve, and collaborate with their peers. Loose parts can be
integrated into all learning domains (maths, literacy, social
emotional, etc.). They help children dive deeper into their
classroom environment and are a great addition to existing
learning resources.

7

As part of our study of an ancient group of people, G3
students have been diving into all aspects of Viking
civilization, from daily life, to the social class system, their
belief in a variety of unique gods and goddesses, and their
exploration and expansion into new continents. Recently,
students also learned about Viking jewelry, and even had the
opportunity to craft their own! After learning that Viking
jewelry was both decorative and useful, students sculpted
pendants with clay. They carved magical Viking runes into
their pendants which might symbolize creativity, joy, peace,
protection, and energy. Some students enjoyed putting their
own spin on their pendant, carving their names in Viking
letters! After adding some silver paint to imitate metal, G3 is
excited to show off their new Viking jewelry around school!
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HS ENGLISH HITS THE GROUND RUNNING

BY: MS. JILL

English 9 Honors started the year studying the literary details that add layers of meaning and texture to short stories such as
Roald Dahl’s “Lamb to the Slaughter” and Kurt Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron.” They wrote their very first honest-to-goodness
literary analysis essay and did some creative writing using Chris Van Allsburg’s children’s book “The Mysteries of Harris
Burdick'' as inspiration. Currently, they’re studying the perennial classic To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. When we return
from Winter Break, 9th grade English students will get to read their first Shakespearean tragedy, Romeo and Juliet, a
challenging but beloved play about a pair of star-crossed lovers and the messes they get themselves into by acting rashly and
not listening to good advice.
English 10 Honors kicked things off with a unit on argumentation in which they participated in a formal debate about whether
or not school should start later in the day and wrote a formal argument of their own. Currently, they’re studying the functions
of narrative perspective and setting through a class reading of Kathryn Stockett’s novel The Help, which is set in Jackson,
Mississippi, in the 1960s and follows a trio of unique narrators as they work together to expose societal problems and improve
employer-employee relations. Next term, they’ll compare perspectives on colonial Africa through a side-by-side study of Chinua
Achebe’s Things Fall Apart and Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.
In English 12, we began with a study of literary irony in short fiction through such pieces as “Flowers for Algernon” by Daniel
Keyes and “The Ransom of Red Chief” by O. Henry. Next, they studied Ray Bradbury’s dystopian favorite Fahrenheit 451,
which takes place in a world where all books are banned and society has become shallow and unthinking. Students created
propaganda posters in the style of Bradbury’s government, claiming that “books cause dangerous ideas,” and are now working
on creating sequels to the novel. In January, students will explore the concepts of jealousy and its effect on the human condition
through a reading of one of Shakespeare’s most prolific tragedies, Othello.
Journalism students have learned what makes a story newsworthy and how to write for a wide audience, have created their
own podcasts, and have contributed to this year’s issues of The Berkeley Times (look for their articles!). Additionally, they are
working on building up content to be published on the upcoming Berkeley Changemakers website. They’ve covered such topics
as Thailand’s battle against COVID-19, new staff at Berkeley, the return to on-campus learning, and a number of their own
hobbies and interests. Next term, they look forward to sharing their skills with the rest of the Berkeley community through the
publication of more of their work.
Finally, AP English Language and Composition students are busy bolstering their analytical writing skills and learning to argue
like professionals. After an introduction to the basics of the rhetorical situation, analytical writing, and building an argument,
they began their first practical application of their skills. Last month, they put Christopher Columbus on trial for crimes against
humanity, with students acting as the attorneys and witnesses for both the defense and the prosecution, and teachers and
administrators serving as the jury. They spent weeks preparing their cases, and put on an impressive show! Though both sides
did spectacular work, Columbus was ultimately found guilty. Currently, they’re learning about humor and satire through the
analysis of such pieces as Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal” and David Sedaris’s “Me Talk Pretty One Day.” They’ll close out
the semester by creating some original pieces of satire in the style of Saturday Night Live skits.
All in all, it’s been a busy but enlightening semester. Everyone is happy to be back at school in person, and we all look forward
to seeing what Semester 2 has in store for us!
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5 Tips To Make Your Stop Motion
Film Look Impressive
Stop motion animation is a filmmaking technique in which the objects you’re filming are moved
between individual frames in order to create the illusion that the object is moving on its own.
Krit, a Berkeley student in grade 11, has been animating for almost 3 years and has progressed a lot since then, so he
believes that he has something worthwhile to share with you about stop motion.
In this article, he won’t necessarily cover the basics of stop motion, though he’s sure that it’s simple enough for a beginner
to understand and do it. If you’re just starting out and want to learn how to properly move the objects in stop-motion,
watch this video titled “How to Film Lego Stop Motion! | Beginners Tutorial” by Nation of Bricks on YouTube.

1. Set Up The Camera First, Then Build Your Set.
When asked how many Legos are needed to make a film, Krit always answers, “not many at all!”
When filming, do keep in mind that the only thing that matters is what your camera picks up. What this means is that you
only need to fill up the foreground and the background; don’t waste your time building an entire ballroom or garden if
you’re just going to film certain parts of it.

As you can see, the picture above shows the soldiers standing
between two massive buildings with a tower behind them.

In reality, they are standing in between two unfinished walls, and
behind them is a tiny piece of architecture that barely resembles
a tower, but why does that matter? As long as it looks like a
building and a tower to the camera, you’ve got what you need!

2. Lighting
Apart from making your sets look appealing, lighting can be used to convey a specific mood to the audience. Take these
scenes, for example:

The lack of light conveys to the audience a sense of danger. In the
picture above, the two gas-masked officers, whose faces are in
shadows, can be seen as mysterious, and threatening.

Meanwhile, bright lighting gives the audience a happy and light-hearted feeling.
Characters or objects that are directly lit are usually the main focus of the scene.
In the picture above, the flag that says “Krit made dis” is being directly lit because
I want the audience to focus on what is written on the flag.
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3. Scripts (Really) Matter.
It’s the basics of filmmaking; unfortunately, not all animators get to learn
this; they learned the basics of stop motion and went ahead to make their
own movie - something which Krit was also guilty of doing in the past.
Doing animation without knowing where your characters are moving to,
what they are going to say, or how the film is going to end can make your
film confusing and lacking focus.
In other cases, it may drag your story out for too long, causing you to feel
exhausted midway through the project.
It doesn’t need to be well-formatted, so long as you work alone; just make
sure that you have your story planned out.

Here's a page from one of Krit's film scripts.

4. Use The Framerate You’re Familiar With.
Framerate or FPS (Frame Per Second) refers to the speed at
which pictures are shown within a video. For example, if you’re
animating at 30 FPS, that means that you’ll need 30 pictures to
make one second of a video.
The idea that there’s a framerate that ‘makes the animation
smooth’ is a common misconception, and while animations
with 24 FPS and above are impressive, an animation with a
framerate of 7 can be just as good.
You should consider trying to move the characters at a pace
you want, within the number of frames available. And if you
want to increase your framerate, you shouldn’t jump from, say,
8 FPS right to 30 FPS. If you’re into stop-motion, you’re
probably really passionate about it, but don’t push yourself too
hard; animations take time to learn.

Krit taking hundreds of pictures to make a video.

5. Quality Over Quantity.
When Krit started out as an animator, he’s always worried that he wouldn't get things done in time, and he learned - the
hard way - that stop motion isn’t for people who lack patience or people who care about quantity over quality.
As an animator, you should accept the fact that your work is going to take a long time, and sometimes, the little details that
will be overlooked by untrained eyes takes a lot of work.
For example, animating characters talking to each other and trying to make them expressive is a boring, and frustrating
process, but it’s infinitely better than just having them move in a boring, robotic way.

In Conclusion
Stop motion films aren’t difficult to make, although the process can be very time-consuming, so you must be prepared for
the workload. Hopefully, this article is helpful for aspiring filmmakers who are working on stop motion films.
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ARGH MATEY!
Ms. Kelly

Grade 1 has been learning about their
community and beyond in our Social Studies
classes. Students began the unit wondering,
“What is a community?” They recognized that
they are part of many communities, including
Berkeley!

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Ms. Lacey

During the second part of the unit students
learned how to read maps. They gained map
skills such as using a compass rose and
reading a map key. The culminating task of
the unit is students work in pairs to design a
treasure map! Afterwards, Grade 1 students
became treasure hunting pirates! Argh Matey!
Students design their map, and mark the
hidden treasure on the map for another
group to read and hunt for the treasure. If the
map was well designed with key features like
a compass rose and symbols the treasure
should be found easy peasy. If the treasure
could not be found the treasure hunters
provide feedback to the map maker on ways
they can improve their map. What a fun way
to test map skills! What is the treasure you
ask? A Berkeley Lion badge. Argh Mateys!

There are 7 differences.
Can you find them all?
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MOVEMBER

SCAN THE QR

BY: MR. KOBUS

Millions of men around the world use the month of
November as a time to grow their moustaches.
This is the trademark of a global charity called Movember. The charity’s
name is Movember because if you take Moustache + November =
Movember. The main goal of this charity is to raise awareness and help
people learn about various men’s health issues, such as different types of
cancers and mental health. A person who wants to participate in
Movember must make sure to shave their beard on November 1st, and
then grow a moustache until the 1st of December. The Movember charity
is there for both men and women to join and help raise funds. Mo Bros
and Mo Sistas can register on the Movember website and raise funds for
the charity.

MOVEMBER OFFICIAL WEBSITE

This November I personally participated in Movember. Fortunately, I was
invited to join a team of veterans who truly knew all about growing
moustaches. I must admit I was very thankful that we are currently
required to wear masks because… wow, there was a lot of room for
growth! I am very happy with my decision to join a team because, even
though my moustache was almost unnoticeable, altogether we still
managed to raise just a little bit less than $7 000 AUD.

MAGAZINE ARTICLE
Look at the pictures below and see if
you recognize any of these
moustaches.
Hopefully next November we will be
able to replace these pictures and
use pictures of Berkeley teachers
and potentially some high school
students.

HEALTHY SOCIAL DYNAMICS
BY: MS. SARAH

For the month of November, the Social Emotional Learning theme was
“Interpersonal Skills.” In the secondary divisions, Ms. Elle, Berkeley’s Social
Emotional Counselor, focused the homeroom discussion around Healthy
Social Dynamics: how to manage relationships in your life. Questions that
were posed to students included:
What qualities do you look for in a friendship?
How do you take care of relationships (family/friends) in your life?
What differences are there between online and real life social situations?
Students were tasked with creating a relatable meme that describes a
social situation and how to deal. Here are some examples of what they
created:
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GRADE 2 MS.MAD
HATTERS
LINDSAY
Grade 2 has started their new unit in science with a challenge! Students were asked to imagine
that they were on a deserted island with only a few materials they had from lunch before their
ship sank. Using those materials (aluminum foil, paper bag, paper towel, paper plate, string and
3 clips) students had to design and engineer a hat that would protect them from the sun. The
results were very creative!
In the activity, Mad Hatter, the journey in engineering the perfect hat began with exploring the
different properties of materials used for clothing, such as texture, flexibility, and absorbency.
They were encouraged to discuss and share their thoughts and ideas of how these everyday
items could be used to make parts of a hat like a brim, which would provide shade. Students
then used this information to design and build a hat that they believed would best protect them
from the harsh sun.
If ever a day we find ourselves stuck on a deserted island, we know that these Mad Hatters will
know just what materials to use to save our smiling faces from the sun!

KINDER
ART
MS. MELISSA
Elementary and Kinder art students are busy with holiday projects. Elementary finished creating
a variety of decorations for the Winter Wonderland Show. Stars, candy canes, a variety of
gingerbread characters, 3D paper snowflakes, and large decorative snowmen are fabulous
additions to the stage. Ms. Kristine will be filming a video to go out to the parents.
Kinders are busy making paper lanterns and flags from different countries in preparation for the
Kinder Festive Fun Day next week. In addition, they are practicing their cutting, gluing,and tracing
skills while making personalized ornaments.
Upcoming projects in the New year include a collaboration with Grade 4 in the Unit: Middle Ages,
finishing Zentangles, creating some 3D art with paper mache, as well as, printing and exploring
value and landscape with chalk pastels. Always a lot going on in our large ,new, beautiful art
room.
Look around school now and in the future to check out what our inspiring artists are up to as
there is so much artistic and creative talent at Berkeley!
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COVID-19 Cases in Thailand
Become Stable
by: David G10 & Ken G10
In Thailand, COVID-19 cases were increasing
from April to August of this year, with clusters
traced to nightlife venues and boxing stadiums in
the capital. Cases rapidly spread in Bangkok as well
as throughout the country. Moreover, migrant
workers contributed to the spread of COVID-19 in
Samut Sakhon Province. The earliest cases were
identified to be of the highly transmissible Alpha
variant first reported in the United Kingdom, and
by 14 April 2021, over a thousand cases per day
were being identified, causing a shortage of
hospital beds as government policy required
admission of all confirmed cases, regardless of the
presence or absence of symptoms. Then, the delta
variant started to attack Thailand in July 2021. The
delta variant spread 2.5 times faster than the alpha
variant. As a result, this variant led to the peak of
COVID-19 cases in August at over 20000 cases
per day.

A chart shows the progression of daily deaths due to COVID-19 from April to October, 2021

In an effort to curb the outbreak, the Thai
government worked to vaccinate the citizens and
imposed a lockdown in the provinces where the
COVID-19 cases were highest, including Bangkok and
Samut Prakhan. Thanks to the efforts of the
government and residents of Thailand, COVID-19
cases started to decrease from September. However,
even today there is still an average of 5,000 to 6,000
infected people per day. Part of the reason why cases
aren't falling as fast in Thailand as in other countries is
that people who got their vaccinations early are
losing their immunity and need to get booster shots.
This is very similar to the infection situation in South
Korea today. Furthermore, since the number of
infected people has reached a record high in South
Korea on November 24th, Thailand must take
thorough infection control measures so that Thailand
does not make the same mistakes as South Korea.
A young woman receives her COVID-19 vaccine.

At this stage, it can be said that
Thailand's infectious disease control has
been successful. As of December 1,
2021, fully vaccinated people in Thailand
have reached 58 percent of the total
population. By the end of this year, the
government's target is to vaccinate over
70 percent of the total population. This is
because the government wants Thailand
to be safe for tourists and to help the
travel industry rebound, which will also
help
Thailand’s
tourism-dependent
economy.
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Tourists enjoy Bangkok before the country was forced to shut down by COVID-19

KINDER IN
THE GARDEN
Ms. Phoenix

Working together

Look what I found!

After a long first quarter of sitting at screens, it has
been incredibly rewarding to finally introduce our
kinder students to our inspiring Berkeley Farm
Garden, for the first time ever! Weekly class time
spent in our school garden has provided many rich
and stimulating experiences for our youngest
Berkeley lions; a wonderful support for whole child
development.
Some benefits of garden time for children include:
Responsibility– from caring for our plants and
animals
Understanding– as we learn about cause and
effect
Self-confidence – as we take risks and try new
things
Love of nature – a chance to learn about the
outdoor environment in a safe and beautiful
place

Happy in my hideout

Reasoning and discovery – learning about the
science of plants, animals, the environment,
nutrition and simple construction
Coordination - developing gross and fine motor
skills through gardening
Physical activity – in the garden we run, climb,
dig, scoop, lift, carry, push and pull
Cooperation & communication– teamwork is
key in the garden
Creativity– finding new and exciting ways to do
things
Nutrition – learning about where fresh food
comes from and nutritional benefits
When it comes to experiences in the garden, I think
that my pictures will speak louder than my words.
Please enjoy these glimpses into the magical world
of our school garden!

Digging and exploring what
we can find in the sand

More eggs!
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Ready to plant some seeds

Teamwork makes to dream work

Chicken love!
Now we can hold them on our own

Strength, coordination, and balance. Look at me go!

digging for rich soil on our compose heap

looking for frogs

Our pond, built by students, provides
endless hours of exploration

Geologist at work

Carefully approching the chickens

Best treasure hunt!

filling our seedling trays

exploring life in the pond

Peace, love and chickens!

Preparing to water
our plants

Going on a rock hunt

Taking care of our orchids

DOES ANYTHING MATTER
IN SECOND GRADE?
MR. NEAL

In our latest science unit for Berkeley second graders we
have begun to realize that everything matters when it
comes to matter. Following our Mystery Science lessons
we have been exploring the different properties of specific
substances and how we use these properties to make
everyday life easier and more comfortable. Our hands-on
activities have helped reinforce these ideas and provided
the chance for students to see for themselves what
matters about matter. First they looked at the properties
of different types of paper and foil to construct a hat that
best protects them from the sun. Next, they used various
items to find which was best for insulating their hands
from heat or cold. Then, it was on to exploring how matter
can change from a solid to liquid and how some solids
change more easily than others. This was a yummy activity
as the solids used involved different types of candy. Finally,
students stretched their brains to be inventive and come
up with a product that could be used with an imaginary
glass material that can stretch and even bounce. After all
this, our second graders now know that matter really does
matter.

READING IN THE
GARDEN

Grade 7 students are learning to read and also to love
reading. Sit in the garden and feel vibe of November
breeze while gently turn “The Mekong kids” page by page is
a great way to explore a world of reading.

MS. PUI FAI

Garden is a perfect place to encourage reading. Especially
the setting of the story is winter in the far away village. The
smell and sound of nature will immerse us into the life of
“Poom” a nine-year-old chubby boy lives in a village in
northeastern of Thailand near the Mekong river, who has
no friends (in the first chapter!).
This book is not only about “How to build friendship '' but it
is a tool for letting us, the 21st century kids try on the world
before we have to go out into it. Learn to take responsibility
for our actions, overcome our fears, be brave to make the
mistakes, learn to solve it, plus with a bundle of Thai
countryside lifestyle experiences. Everybody knows how
hard it is to learn outdoor activity during Covid-19. Then, (at
least) let's learn fishing, lizard hunting and how to cook it in
this book!
Oh! I missed the point about reading in the garden. But
this book is sooooo cool. So you can sit at any place you
like and go read it! Enjoy exploring the world of reading
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BERKELEY TIMES

How To Produce Music
By Yo Kim G11 and Jess G12
December 1, 2021

MUSIC HAS BEEN A PART OF OUR LIVES FOR A LONG TIME. HOWEVER, NOT SO LONG AGO, WE MADE
SOME IMPROVEMENTS AND MUSIC HAS BECOME VERY COMPLEX. THERE ARE A LOT OF GENRES, SUCH AS
HIP HOP AND RAP, POP, INDIE, ROCK, AND MANY MORE. TODAY, WE WILL BE INTRODUCING TO THE
BERKELEY COMMUNITY TO A STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS FOR HOW TO PRODUCE AND MAKE A HIP HOP
SONG. HIP HOP IS VERY COMPLICATED MUSIC TO MAKE IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND THE BASICS,
HOWEVER, AFTER LEARNING A FEW BASIC SKILLS, IT IS A VERY SIMPLE PROCESS.
THE FIRST STEP TO MAKING A HIP HOP SONG IS TO FIND A BEAT ONLINE THAT YOU LIKE AND FEEL
YOU COULD WORK WITH. YOU CAN ALSO MAKE A BEAT OF YOUR OWN, BUT THAT IS ANOTHER SUBJECT
BY ITSELF. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO MAKE A HIP HOP SONG RIGHT NOW, FINDING A BEAT
ONLINE IS THE BEST WAY TO GET STARTED. THE INTERNET IS A GREAT SOURCE DUE TO THE VARIETY OF
BEATS AVAILABLE. YOU CAN ALSO SEARCH FOR BEATS THAT ARE SIMILAR TO ARTISTS THAT YOU LIKE.
FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU LIKE THE RAPPER IANN DIOR AND HIS SONGS, YOU CAN SIMPLY TYPE IN “IANN
DIOR TYPE BEATS,” WHICH WILL LEAD YOU TO TRACKS THAT HAVE SIMILAR STYLE TO THAT ARTIST.
ONCE YOU HAVE YOUR BEAT, YOU WILL NEED MUSIC MAKING SOFTWARE, SUCH AS GARAGEBAND,
WHICH IS ON YOUR PHONE, OR SOUND TRAP, WHICH IS AN ONLINE MUSIC MAKING SOFTWARE THAT IS
EASY TO USE FOR BEGINNERS. FOR MAC USERS, JUST USE GARAGEBAND SINCE IT IS FREE AND ALSO
EASY FOR BEGINNERS. TO GET STARTED, DRAG IN THE BEAT/TRACK THAT YOU PICKED FROM ONLINE
INTO THE SOFTWARE.
NOW, LET'S ACTUALLY GET INTO THE MOST DIFFICULT PART, COMING UP WITH A MELODY AND
LYRIC. YOU WILL NEED TO COME UP WITH A MELODY FOR YOUR SONG. TO CREATE A MELODY, ONE OF
THE EASIEST WAYS IS TO TRY MUMBLING ALONG WITH YOUR SELECTED BEAT. THIS WILL HELP YOU
IDENTIFY A MELODY THAT YOU CAN USE WHEN YOU START TO WRITE YOUR LYRICS. YOU’VE ALSO GOT
TO COME UP WITH THE TOPIC THAT YOU WANT TO RAP ABOUT. AFTER COMING UP WITH A FLOW AND
THE TOPIC, RECORD YOUR MUMBLE RAP, SINCE IT WILL PLAY A CRUCIAL PART IN WRITING LYRICS.
WRITING LYRICS IS A BIT TRICKY SINCE YOU WILL NEED TO ADD RHYMES, WHICH MAKES YOUR SONG
SOUND WAY BETTER. IF YOU'RE STRUGGLING TO COME UP WITH A RHYME, WEBSITES SUCH AS
RHYMEDICTIONARY CAN HELP.
LASTLY, YOU WILL NEED TO ENGINEER YOUR SONG TO MAKE IT SOUND PROFESSIONAL. THE
EASIEST WAY IS TO LET A SOUND ENGINEER DO IT FOR YOU SINCE MASTERING AUDIO ENGINEERING
TAKES TIME.
AT FIRST GLANCE, PRODUCING MUSIC MAY SEEM COMPLICATED. BUT IF YOU DEDICATE TIME AND
EFFORT AND FOLLOW THESE STEPS, YOU WILL REALIZE HOW SIMPLE IT IS TO PRODUCE MUSIC.
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BECOMING HISTORIANS
IN GRADE 4
MS. RACHEL
Grade 4 began our cross-curricular history unit by exploring what it means
to be a historian. In literacy and social studies, we unpacked the work of
historians by reading informational texts, examining primary and secondary
sources, and looking at tools historians use such as timelines and time maps.
We hosted our personal artifact museum, in which students shared primary
source artifacts that told a story about their lives. Each student selected
another student's primary source to analyze and interpret more closely, and
then wrote secondary source paragraphs based on their interpretation of
what the object meant.
We discovered that interpreting a primary source isn't easy! Many of us
made assumptions about the primary source that turned out to be
inaccurate because we didn't know enough background information about
the subject. Through this exercise, we learned that secondary sources are
just one person's interpretation and that it takes a lot of research to get the
full story.

THE ROBOTS HAVE ARRIVED
MR. RON

New to Middle school is our robotics program. The so-called VEX IQ
kits arrived just before we returned to school. That was perfect timing
and Grade 7 dived straight into building/controlling and coding robots.
Some simple builds were done first to understand the drive train and
gears but we quickly moved onto a much more complex build that is
called: “The ClawBot”.
Students are keeping a detailed journal on their experiments and
redesigns to improve the robots and we had a lot of fun along the
way.
Controlling a robot with a remote is of course the easiest way but
once we made sure all functions of the robot were working as they
should we started coding the robot so it would perform the tasks by
itself.
Here is where students learn coding and watch their code perform in
real life. A lot of aspects can interfere with the code and robot.
Students go back to rethink their code and in some cases the design
to try if the robot will perform the task more accurately.
Now we are working on the many sensors that can be added to the
robot. A distance sensor for example that can function in many ways.
One way might sound familiar to our readers is to use that sensor to
stop the robot bumping into objects like a robot vacuum cleaner.
Coding is required to teach the robot what to do in case an object is
close by. I could keep writing about this but I’m sure you can imagine
the endless possibilities we have now at Berkeley with the robots
working for us.
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COOKING WITH
COACH MIKE
This semester Coach Mike started an after school
activity for middle school students called Cooking with
Coach Mike. The idea behind this activity was to find
basic ingredients from around the house to make
simple and healthy after school snacks. The students
searched for recipes, shopped for ingredients and
followed cooking instructions via Zoom meetings. They
made delicious treats like sweet rolls, sponge cake and
chewy chocolate chip cookies. The students also
learned how to use measuring spoons and cups to
measure proportions, the types of kitchen utensils
needed for baking treats and how to operate kitchen
appliances. It was a great experience for all and he
hopes to continue this activity next school year.

THAI
LITERACY
MS. RUNG

In ES Thai, Literacy skills are important for Thai reading
and Thai writing. Students learn new vocabulary by
reading stories and interpreting through their contexts.
This class also develops their skills in speech and
writing.
Students have fun and also improve their skills through
their literacy class on both in person and group
assignments. In addition, these activities encourage
them to use other skills such as critical thinking for
figuring out the answers, communication for sharing
and discussing info, collaboration for working together
with classmates and creativity for presenting sentences
from the topic. Hope everyone enjoys the ESThai class
and look forward to seeing everyone in the next
semester
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What Are The
Chances?
Ms. Sabrina

You’re playing a game with your family, and roll a pair of
dice. What are the chances that you roll a number greater
than a seven, 5 times in a row? What are the odds that you
rolled a 10 exactly 9 out of 10 times? I know, you’re
probably thinking, pretty slim!
Your friend just had a baby boy. The same day in the
hospital there were 7 other baby boys born. What are the
chances that 8 out of the 10 babies born that day were
boys?
Research suggests that around 10% of the world’s
population is left handed. What are the chances that more
than 3 people in a family of 6 are left handed?
Now you’re probably thinking.. What am I even reading?
What do these have in common? They are all examples of
either binomial or geometric probabilities. A binomial
probability distribution can be thought of as simply the
probability of a success or failure outcome that is repeated
multiple times; And a geometric probability distribution
represents the number of failures until you get a success.
Using some formulas, or with the help of a calculator, you
can determine the probabilities of each of the scenarios
above.
In our AP Statistics class we just concluded our chapter on
probabilities. The students finished by creating
presentations on scenarios like the ones above. They also
ran a simulation to compare the results of their findings to
the results of their scenario. Their conclusions were
fascinating and thought provoking.
So... you’re still wondering, what are the chances? I asked
questions but gave no answers. Well if you need help
calculating some statistics, just find one of our AP
Statistics students, and they will help you along the way, or
try visiting mathisfun.com. They have very engaging
materials that make it easy and fun to learn statistics or
any kind of math!
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PHYSICS
MR. SHOBHIT
In Physics we have been studying different types of collisions by
dropping balls of different masses, densities, and elasticities on
top of each other so that we can capture the collision with a
slow motion camera. By observing the different circumstances
with each drop, the students were able to learn about elastic,
inelastic, and perfectly inelastic collisions.
The G11 students have been studying how rotational force and
the direction of torque affect the level of lift of a frisbee. This
week the students paired up and competed to see which team
could throw a mini-frisbee the farthest. The students studied the
effect of the direction of torque based on the “Right-hand Rule”.
By combining the “Right-hand Rule” with the most effective
throwing technique, Alex and Cammy were able to secure a
victory.
Car collisions are a great example of Newton's Laws of Motion
in action. We have distinct force calculations in a situation
where car A collides with car B. Assuming that car A and car B
are perfect mirror images of each other (remember, this is a very
idealized circumstance), they would meet at the same speed but
in opposite directions. We know they must both stop because of
momentum conservation.

MANDARIN

NAY .SM

In the second quarter, our MS Mandarin students have
continued the great work as they were online from the
beginning of the school year. Mandarin is new to many of
the 6th graders. We spent weeks laying the foundations
by learning Pinyin, the four tones, and easy Chinese
characters writing, which has given them great
confidence. At the end of Q2, we have completed many
topics, including greetings, telling names, nationalities,
family members, pets and rooms. Students have made
nationality cards and self-introduction cards using the
words learned. G7 class has completed two big topics,
jobs and hobbies. As a performance task, they gave
presentations to introduce their hobbies, and favourite
movies, songs, books and sports. G8 class has focused on
shopping and school life. We also connected the topic to
the traditional Chinese festival - Moon Festival by writing
a dialogue and making a video about buying mooncakes.
Learning a new language involves a lot of repetition and
practice, but this can be achieved by fun activities and
games. I’m very glad to see the students have fun with
learning Mandarin, and I’m proud of their efforts and
growth.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER

By: Ms. Ursula

Most days, I enter the school grounds by 5:30 am. Yes! You heard right at 5:30 am. I usually aim to swim every day of
the week before school starts. For me, it's a beautiful, peaceful time to be up, but for some others, not so as they
repeatedly hit the snooooooooze button.
It's unnervingly dark as I step down into the pool, glancing around for any unusual 'ripples' in the water (i.e.,
creatures of darkness; snakes, monitor lizards, others!). Then 40 minutes later, climbing the ladder back out at first
light. Watching the sunrise is spectacular; I highly recommend it. I get to observe a family of squirrels daily, who I
suspect are looking for their first meal of the day around 6 am, seen sprinting along the Elementary building
scaffolding like Spiderman scaling a wall. Where do they go, I wonder? I often hear and see an occasional stray
howling cat wandering around, also looking for some tasty morsels of food for its breakfast.. Tiny bats also swoop
the pool for insects until the sun rises, as well as gecko’s spied crawling across the walls. Then by 7 am, I am ready
to start my day.
I check my phone's LINE App. I ask myself; will I be in K1 with some Pre-K students for the day, or will I be allocated
another class to replace an absent Teacher? It's a lucky surprise. Flexibility at its best!
Once I have been asked to sub a class, the first order of business is to familiarize myself with the grade level plans. I
locate all the lesson's necessary materials, which the Teacher has left and I read through and make sure I
understand the information and instructions. The Teachers next door do their best to answer any questions I have,
in particular, searching for passwords for program log on. Did you know Teachers are very accommodating people?!
My day is filled with student discussions, questions, learning, and laughter. An odd yard duty here or there, which I
do so enjoy, as I get to be outside in the fresh air and meet and greet different students. Then it's followed by more
lessons, and before I know it, home-time has arrived.
Most substitute teachers would report to the absent Teacher about their student's behaviour at the end of a day:
Who was helpful and on-task all day? Who needed redirection? If there were any behavioural problems. But I have
to say; I only report positives. The student behaviour at BIS is genuinely exceptional! High School and Middle School
in particular. They demonstrate kindness, respect, are humble, display humility, and are extremely hard workers
dedicated to their studies. I admire the workload they have to endure. Sitting for 3 hours in a back-to-back HS Math
class cannot be easy. But what I have witnessed is true dedication to their assignments and a real zest for learning.
In Kinder and Elementary, the students are always excited to learn. Whether in Coding class, EAL, Science, the
Sustainability Garden, or Generalist Home-Room, they are inquisitive, willing to explore concepts and inquire about
different topics, often making excellent connections to the subject matter. They constantly ask many questions but
are seen to be regularly engaged in their work.
So, to put it simply, I thoroughly enjoy subbing throughout the whole school at BIS. It's satisfying being able to
teach a mix of grade levels and subject matter. I commend the excellent behaviour of all BIS students and their
community spirit. Outstanding!

K3 FANTASTIC FROGS
Ms. Tara

The K3T Fantastic Frogs class has enjoyed
some fantastic fun learning about life cycles!
Our unit called “The Great Outdoors” sent us
exploring the world of animals, animal
kingdoms, habitats and life cycles. We
learned how to classify animals into
kingdoms, such as mammals, reptiles, birds,
fish and amphibians. Amphibians are very
unique critters because they go through
complete changes for their life cycle called a
metamorphosis. What better way to
understand this amazing process than to
watch it unfold in front of us in our classroom!
We carefully gathered tadpoles from the
pond in our amazing Berkeley garden (thank
you Ms. Phoenix!) and we made a lovely
temporary home for them in a nice, big tank
in our classroom. Every day we watched as
the tadpoles grew larger and eventually
sprouted tiny legs! We used different art
materials to document the changes we
observed. One morning we walked into the
classroom to find adorable mini frogs
jumping around on the rocks and plants. The
children found this experience so intriguing!
They helped to take care of the tadpoles by
feeding them daily and taking care to make
the tank an appropriate place for our guests
to grow and develop. We released the little
frogs back into the pond so they can carry on
with their froggie lives and continue their
incredible life cycle journey. The next time
you visit the Berkeley garden, go have a look
and see the cute frogs our class helped to
raise!

N E W N O R M A L Ms. Sylvia
First grade is always a year of academic change for students.
This year was no different in that aspect, but very different in
every other. Berkeley has implemented many safeguards to
keep students safe during this time of Covid. In addition to
wearing masks, using hand sanitizer and careful attention to
temperature, the following are now part of our “new normal”.
School Bubbles
The goal for the school ‘bubbles’ is to both keep students from
having as little contact with students outside of their
immediate classroom. Thus, making tracking and isolating
potentially exposed students as easy and accurate as possible.
Fixed seating
Each homeroom class for grades G1-G5 have a fixed seating
chart, students sit in the exact same seat and location in the
classroom for all classes.
Table for 2?
Eating lunch in the canteen hasn't changed, but seats are
arranged in pods around the canteen.
Despite all this new normal, the students are happy and
excited to be learning at school! It’s amazing to see the
children so excited to be at school, learning and socializing
with their friends. And I couldn’t agree more!

BERKELEY LOVE
THROUGH DOUBLE
VISION
Ms. Tara
Hi Berkeley Community! I am Tara Savage, known as Ms. Tara to six
years of students in several grades across divisions. And also known
as Tara, Mom of two elementary aged children and one middle
school student. I have the very fortunate opportunity to experience
the Berkeley Community through two sets of eyes… as a teacher and
a parent.
Us teaching parents are very lucky because we are able to see our
children in the hallways some days or in passing in the canteen or on
the playground. It’s always reassuring to see your own children
happy, enjoying classes, learning social skills, eating a healthy
lunch… just overall having a super day at school. It is true, life as a
teaching parent is hard at times but also offers a great look into how
the Berkeley Community functions when the front parking lot empties
every morning.
When the schools across Thailand (across the world!) shut down due
to the spread of Covid 19, all of our students and teachers turned
their eyes and ears to a computer screen to take part in the
development of online learning. Through several shut-downs, I
watched and experienced a deeper and increasingly more impressive
level of online instruction. With all three children meeting with
teachers online, I was able to hear and see every class, every
teacher, all of the new and innovative tactics used to engage the
students. How amazing to watch my kids enjoying PE class from the
front porch! Or singing with Ms. Claire online, using their own body as
a keyboard! I watched and helped with science projects, which were
honestly fun and informative! Teachers used videos, music,
movement, slideshows, art, online gaming, crafts, natural items….
Dirt, rocks, even relaxing teas and essential oils to teach children
about self-care and stress management. Administrators popped into
classes at times, to say hi and see everyone’s smiles.
Now that we are all back on campus, loving the school-life again, I
see all day long, these incredible students and teachers adjusting to
all of the new rules. New kinds of seating, new playground
movement, rules in the canteen, in the hallways! And yet, the
Berkeley lions continue to thrive, work hard, try their best.. ADAPT
and GROW! Teachers and all staff alike are working double time to
make the best of our time together on campus. And it’s easy to see.
Even with masks on, as I walk around campus I can see and feel the
smiles on everyone’s faces. Yes, being online was tough. But I truly
feel it has made us come together as a supportive and
compassionate community. Thank you Berkeley Lions… nothing can
break our PRIDE spirit!
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BERKELEY CHANGEMAKER
SPIRIT SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST
Students were asked to create a t-shirt design that represents what a
changemaker means to them. What incredible and meaningful ideas our
students came up with. Shown below is the winning design and a few
honorable mentions. Great work, Lions!

FRONT
Rinka G9

BACK
Globe: Tiger G5C
People: Kage G5B
Font: Amber K2L

Sleeve
Lion: Shay K2L
Font: Amber K2L
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