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EXCITING TIMES AT
BERKELEY
It is an exciting time to be a part of
Berkeley International School. There
is significant growth and movement in
many different areas. I would like to
share some of the great things
happening all around Berkeley.

New Teachers
The most exciting change is the
addition of new teachers. We
welcomed seven new teachers that
have made a huge difference in only
their first two months of being at
Berkeley.
Ashley Holst is doing amazing things
in the computer lab, taking a
leadership role in WASC, and leading
Berkeley’s drive to improve our
curriculum.

according to plan, we will be
officially accredited in the
summer of 2014.

Michael Strunk is taking our physical
education department to new levels of Library/Media Center Additions
excellence and developing our first
Berkeley’s Library/Media Center
ever-athletic department.
had several exciting additions.
Tessa Agustyniak is guiding our
First, we installed 15 new
young musicians to new heights in
computers to add another lab for
music. I cannot wait for the next
student use. We now have 55
performance.
computers in three different labs
Monique Gerrits is collaborating with for student use. Secondly, we
added nearly three hundred new
all of teachers to create magic in her
books to the library. Mr. Michael
K3 classroom.
selected high interest titles for
Leah Coon is working with Chris to
each division. Third, we are also
create a grade one program second to adding a large selection of enone in Bangkok.
books to be accessible on the
Tonya Gilchrist is leading the focus on ubiquitous phones and tablets.
literacy in the middle school. She is
After School Activities
working with all of the teachers to
improve our students’ performance in Our After School Activity
this critical area.
Program is amazing for a school
our size. We are offering over 31
Holly Moore is creating Berkeley’s
different classes for student of all
first ever English-as-a-Second
ages. What make this more
Language Program.
impressive, is that this is not
WASC Accreditation Work
enough, we are looking to add
Accreditation is of critical importance more classes for second
semester!
to Berkeley. We are in the middle of
examining every aspect of the school
and looking how we can improve it.
We will be speaking to parents in the
next few weeks to include them in the
process. The WASC Visitation Team
will be coming for four days in April
and May to look at our school, check
for improvement, and recommending
a term of accreditation. If all goes

Athletics Programs
Mr. Michael is creating a
program that will feature
intermural and interscholastic
athletic competitions. This is the
first step for creating an athletic
program that will regularly
compete with other schools.
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English-as-a-Second
Language (ESL)
Ms. Holly has started our very
first ESL program. She has been
working with teachers, assessing
students, and developing a
program that will meet the needs
of our diverse student body.

Assessment and Curriculum
We have been collecting
assessment data about our
students to determine the best
ways to meet their needs. We
have recently collected and
scored an all-school writing
prompt to determine the writing
skills of students in grades K3 to
9. Additionally, we have just
finished MAP testing. Each
teacher is analyzing the scores to
determine specific skills and
content that needs to be
addressed. Finally, using this
knowledge and our standards, we
are in the process of
documenting our curriculum
ensure that all students receive
the very best education.
These are just a few of the
wonderful things happening at
Berkeley. We may not be the
largest or most well known
school in Bangkok, but we
certainly are one of the brighter
stars. I look forward to a
fantastic year.

3RD GRADERS USE
TECHNOLOGY TO
PUBLISH THEIR OWN
STORIES

KIDS AT WORK

•••

The tech savvy 3rd graders at
Berkeley show off their computer
skills in order to demonstrate indepth understanding of content,
and to teach others about important
environmental issues!
The 3rd graders have been working
with their homeroom teacher, Ms.
Mel, studying all about animals and
their habitats. After beginning this
study they soon heard about the oil
spill in Koh Samet. Students became
very interested in finding out how it
effected the animals and their
habitat. The more they read, the
more they learned, and the more
concerned they became about what
had happened. They felt this was an
important topic to share with others.
In order to get the community
interested in the topic, students
decided to use their Language Arts
time to research and write about the
topic. They created their own
fictional stories about the animals
that live on Koh Samet and how
their habitat changed. After writing
several drafts of the story, they were
ready to publish. The students
decided that they wanted their
stories to look like real books so that
everyone would want to read them.
In technology class, the 3rd graders
learned about a new web 2.0 tool
called Story Jumper, which allows
students to create and publish their
own books. They decided this was
the perfect tool to use with the
stories they wrote in class. Using

Story Jumper, they worked hard on
the layout, typing in text, adjusting
fonts, colors, and inserting images.
The books are looking fabulous and
will be printed and available to check
out in the Berkeley Library.
This project was integrated across
several subject areas; Social Studies,
Science, Reading, Writing and even
IT. This method of teaching is
referred to as “Project-based
learning.” Project based learning is a
dynamic approach to teaching in
which students explore real-world
problems and challenges,
simultaneously developing crosscurriculum skills. Project-based
learning is filled with active and
engaging learning, which inspires
students to obtain a deeper
knowledge of the subjects they are
studying. Research indicates that
students are more likely to retain
the knowledge gained through this
approach far better than through

traditional textbook-centered
learning.
At Berkeley, technology is integrated
within the curriculum, supporting
and extending what is happening in
the classroom. It is used as a tool to
take student learning to new levels,
and to create things that would not
be possible without the use of
technology; such as the professional
looking books created by the 3rd
graders! Using technology
challenges students to use higher
order thinking skills to solve
problems. It energizes the
curriculum by introducing exciting
tools that spark students’ intrinsic
desire to investigate, create, and
improve their technology skills. The
students at Berkeley are innovative
digital natives, who are fascinated by
the world of technology around
them!

Ashley Hoist

FIRST GRADE: SCIENTISTS IN THE MAKING!
So much exciting learning has been
taking place in first grade! We are
becoming great scientists!
We have been learning about the
scientific method and how to
formulate and check our
hypotheses. We are becoming math
whizzes by quickly solving addition
and subtraction problems.
Challenging math games and
manipulatives have turned difficult
concepts into fun learning
experiences in our classrooms. As
new readers, we are mastering blends
and learning phonics stories that act
as mnemonic devices. These will help
us in our fluency, comprehension, and
lifelong learning!

MATH OUTSIDE THE
CLASSROOM

What do teachers do outside of school? Over the past
few weeks, I have spent some of my free time creating
math-based yard games for both my family and future
students to enjoy. Two of my most recent creations
are American pastimes called “Ladder Golf” and
“Cornhole”. Ladder golf is played by throwing a bola
(two golf balls connected with a rope) at a ladder type
structure to earn points. The top level is worth three
points, middle two, and bottom one. Cornhole has
similar rules but uses bean bags that are thrown at a
sloped piece of plywood with a hole in it. Throwing the
bag on the board gets you one point, hanging over the
hole gets you two, and sinking it in the hole is worth
three. More detailed descriptions of scoring each
game can be found on various websites.
These games may sound childish at first, but in order
to really dominate the game, one needs a strong grasp
of quadratic functions and projectile motion. My
daughter Sophia has mastered the short range shot
but needs work on her Algebra if she wants to beat
her dad. These games require both muscle memory
and a solid understanding of physics and algebra.
Since objects sent into the air have gravity forcing
them back down to the Earth, the path of golf balls or
bean bags will follow a parabola shape. All parabolas
are modeled by a quadratic function. For example,
the equation h = -16t2 + vt + c will model the toss of
every bolo or bean bag thrown. In this equation, h
represents the final height, t represents the time, v
the velocity, and c the starting height. Our Berkeley
Algebra 1 students will be using this along with many
other equations to represent the motion of projectile
and falling objects this year. There is nothing better
than combining intellect and activity!

ESL NEWS

•••

Grade 6 ELA
Hello from Ms. Holly’s Grade 6 English Language Arts
Classroom. We have some really exciting things going on
this year in class. For starters, we are currently reading
the book Holes, by Louis Sachar. This book is about an
adolescent boy who has bad luck and finds himself in a
juvenile detention center in the middle of the achingly dry,
treacherous Texas desert. He and nine other boys must
persevere and endure the prison camp’s hardships
together. At conclusion of the novel, we will watch the
Disney adaptation of the book!
Other very noteworthy happenings include a number of
reading incentives. For every 100 pages that the students
read, they are able to enter their name into a raffle. This
raffle will culminate at the end of the second quarter, with
the winner receiving a private pizza party (provided by
myself). Additionally, all middle school students are
currently participants in the school’s “25 Book Challenge.”
The students who read 10 books by the end of Quarter 2
will be eligible to go on a day-long field trip of fun before
the winter break. Students who complete 25 books by the
finish of the year will again be rewarded with another field
trip. The 25 Book Challenge also includes a BINGO
component, where students are attempting to fill up their
Reading BINGO cards by reading from a variety of genres,
and upon the completion of each book, are giving “Book
Talks” to the class. For every BINGO, students are awarded
an incentive card of their choice; the enticing reward cards
are sure to get everyone scrambling to read!

Grades 5-9 ESL
Hello from Ms. Holly’s ESL class! I’m very excited to
announce that we finally have our ESL schedule set and
the program is in full swing. Each ESL class has begun a
word study, which includes the study of Greek and Latin
word roots, in addition to other content-related vocabulary
words. Furthermore, each ESL class is currently beginning
a big grammar study, which will continue throughout the
year. Another exciting thing to look forward to for ESL
students, is the incorporation of lots of fun and new
technology into the ESL classroom to help students
maximize their language learning potential. I’m looking
forward to a truly amazing year for ESL!

Ms Holly

K2 KREATIONS

K3 A & B: FANTASTIC FOXES
& THE TERRIFIC TIGERS
Wow! What a wonderful start to the year K3
classes have had! Ms. Monique and Ms. Charlotte
are the two luckiest teachers in the world
because they have two amazing teaching
assistants (Ms. Lek and Ms. Tina) and they get to
come to school each day and work with a group of
fantastic children. The first eight weeks of school
have been jam packed with fun filled learning
activities.
In math the children have been learning to count
to 100 by ones and tens. They can now count
objects up to 20 and beyond and are beginning to
use 10 frames to understand place value. The
children enjoy learning math through hands on
games and activities; sometimes they even take
their learning outside of the classroom.
In Language Arts the K3 children have been
reading Traditional Tales such as, The Enormous
Turnip, The Little Red Hen, The Little Ren Hen

Flat Stanley

Makes a Pizza and The Three Little Pigs. After
reading The Enormous

•••

The K2 Pandas and Giraffes classes have started an
exciting project for the school year.
K2 read the book Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown. The story is
about a boy that accidentally gets flattened. He soon
realizes that there are some advantages to being flat. For
one thing, he can travel in an envelope for just the price of
a stamp!
Each K2 student made a Flat Kid of themselves, which we
sent on an adventure to friends and family in another
country. The progress of each Flat Kid is mapped on our
Google map, and, whenever we receive pictures, we make
a new post on our class blogs! It is a great way for
students to gain a better understanding of the world
around us, and a fun way to share with our friends and
families abroad.

Turnip the children were able to act out the story
using a giant turnip which they worked as a team
to make. Also, they made an ENORMOUS
vegetable soup together. It was delicious! After
reading The Little Red Hen Make a Pizza, K3 got
back into the kitchen and made two pizzas…they
even made their own dough!
On the 24th of September the K3 classes were
lucky enough to go to KIDZANIA! A wonderful
time was had by all as they walked through
KIDZANIA city spending and earning kidzos.
Ms. Monique and Ms. Charlotte were impressed
with all the children as they all did amazing
during the different role play activities. They
can’t wait for their next adventure with K3.

When a person receives the Flat Kid, they take pictures
and videos with it around their home and city. A couple
of Flat Kids are even traveling with parents on business
and vacation! Photos are sent to teachers via e-mail, LINE
messenger and good old fashion snail mail. By the end of
the year, the Flat Kids are mailed back to school to be
reunited with their full-size friends!

MUSIC NEWS

It has been a busy start to the year in

the Music department with lots
going on in every grade. In
Kindergarten we have been getting
to know each other, enjoying singing
together and exploring the elements
of music (fast and slow, loud and
quiet, high and low). In Elementary
we have been exploring pitch in
grades 1 and 2, long and short
sounds in grade 3 and improvisation
in grades 4 and 5. Soon we will be
beginning preparations for the
Christmas performances.

Middle School have been developing
their musical skills as part of the
string programme. The Berkeley
String programme is growing each
year and we now have two string
groups - Allegro Strings for the more
advanced students and Andante
Strings for those who are new to
playing a string instrument. All
Middle School students should by
now have returned their orchestra
contracts signed by students and
parents. This is the loan agreement
so that students can take their

instruments home to practice. As a
guide it is expected that all students
practice for at least 15 minutes
every other day. This can be at home
or in school. We have been invited to
take part in a String Music Festival
at Patana at the start of November
and we're now busy preparing so
that we're at our best.
Remember you can stay up to date
with everything happening through
the Berkeley Music website https://
sites.google.com/a/berkeley.ac.th/
berkeley-music/.

