
The grade eight students in Ms. Anna’s English Language Arts classes enjoyed a trip to see Thailand’s largest
mammal: the Bryde’s whale. After an increase in conservation efforts, this magnificent baleen species is once again

flourishing in the Gulf of Thailand. 
 

Students were excited to see whales up close after reading about them in their class novel, Song for a Whale by
author Lynne Kelly. In the book, the main character goes on a quest to find the “loneliest whale” in the ocean, Blue
55. Throughout the book, students have also learned about whale song and communication, hydroacoustics, and
whale migration patterns. In order to see some of these processes in person, the grade eight students traveled

down to the piers of Samut Sakhon, then onto a charter boat, and sailed into the Gulf of Thailand.
 

On the whale watching field trip, students were able to witness the Bryde’s whales hunting for krill. They were also
able to see several pairs of mother whales swimming with their calves. While Bryde’s whales may not be the

loneliest in the ocean, they do tend to swim on their own and are known as “associates'' rather than “pods”. They
only come together in large numbers during peak feeding times. 

 
Thanks to the guides at Wild Encounter Thailand, students were able to learn all about the Bryde’s whales’ local

migration patterns and why these whales travel to Thailand in the months of September, October, and November.
After the rainy season, the rivers wash down essential minerals and nutrients to the bay which attract the whales to

the plentiful feeding ground of the gulf.
 

After being hunted down for many years, this newly protected species is making a comeback. Experts have tracked
close to 80 Bryde’s whales in the Gulf in recent years. On the expedition, students learned that individual Bryde’s

whales are identified by the unique patterns inside their mouths. Almost like a human’s fingerprint!
 

Students will use their newfound knowledge of marine biology to create research projects that will promote the
protection and conservation of marine animals both in Thailand and abroad.
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