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A  w o rd  f r om  o u r

It is already March! Where has the year gone? Since we are 
this far along in the year, it is good to go back and review 

our Expected School-wide Learning Results. These are the 
statements that guide all of the teaching and learning at 
Berkeley. They are in the language about what all of our students 
should be able to do when they graduate, so they are a key focus 
of all of our students. 

•	 Effective Communicator: All Berkeley graduates will 
communicate and collaborate in varying contexts using a 
range of methods and media. We live in a shrinking world. 
It is our goal to educate students to become effective 
communicators in the 21st Century. Communicating in the 
21st Century requires a wide range of knowledge and skills, 
including speaking different languages, knowing cultural 
mores, being skilled at the use of cutting edge technology, 
and high levels of literacy in multiple contexts.

•	 Independent Learner: Through the use of developed 
strategies, all Berkeley graduates will demonstrate the 
curiosity, confidence, and enthusiasm to direct their 
own learning. There has never been as much access to 
information as today. We need to educate our students to 
be independent learners. With effective skills and study 
habits students can learn virtually anything in today’s world. 
Whether it be learning coding to make iPhone apps, learning 
Korean, or learning to play guitar, the world is within reach 
of our students. We need to make sure they have the skills to 
grab it!

•	 Global Citizen: All Berkeley graduates will demonstrate 
respect and compassion for themselves and the world 
around them. Compassion is so important in today’s world. 
Not only do we want Berkeley students to be respectful 
to all people around them, we want them to act on their 
compassion and do something to help. Our goal is for 
Berkeley students to be leaders in making the world a better 
place.

Overall, the ESLRs play an integral part of Berkeley. They serve 
as the foundation for how and what we teach. 

Spring is one of the busiest times of the year for schools around 
the world. Please be sure to help your children keep up with 
their schoolwork and make sure they get plenty of sleep over 
the last few months to ensure a happy and successful end of the 
year.

Sincerely,

Mr. Michael

Headmas t e r  
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The Kinders ran and hopped and laughed as they 
encouraged each other at the Kinder Field Day on 
January 23. The students rolled giant balls, ran 

an obstacle course, rode pool noodles and ran relay rac-
es as parents, teachers and teaching assistants joined 
in the fun. Parents and teachers were a mighty force 
as they faced off in the tug - o - war. The winners were 
the Green Crocodiles and Yellow Bumble Bees as they 
tied in the points earned. I think they were all winners.
A big thank you to the teachers and staff that helped 
make this a fun day.  Another thank you goes to the 
high school students who came to help set up the 
games, aided the teams and 
demonstrated games de-
signed for very small peo-
ple. Thank you all for show-
ing that “We are Berkeley!”

Sports Day is always one of the many highlights of the 
Berkeley school year. This year was no exception!  
On January 30th the Elementary students took to the 

field with their respective teachers in order to participate 
in several sporting events. Students were all smiles as they 
participated in the many running and jumping events of 
the day. Thank you parents for coming out to support the 
students, and thank you teachers for your help getting the 
students organized. We are proud of all of our Berkeley Li-
on’s athletic abilities and most of all good sportsmanship. 
The Middle and High School students had a special 
Sports Day off campus. Once again they ventured off to 
Rama IX park for a day of sporting fun! The competition 
was grueling between teams as the students competed 
to collect points throughout the day. It was great to see 
students from all grade levels working together, com-
peting, smiling and having a 
good time. Even our teach-
ers seemed to have a good 
time. Thanks everyone who 
helped make this day special 
for our upper school students! 

BERKELEY 
SPORTS
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K1
Dolphin Class has been very busy since returning after Christmas.  We started 
the year with a fun Children’s Day packed with games and activities. It is 
really great to get together with the rest of Kindergarten  for  such a fun day.  

We started the new year with our Transport Theme which the children really enjoyed. We 
completed our Transport book, and made some great art and crafts including racing 
cars and hot air balloons.  We then had a week of Valentine’s activities, including making 
love bugs, cards and playing games.  Our current theme is Nursery Rhymes and we 
have already learnt all about Humpty Dumpty and have even made our own wall display.

We are continuing with our Jolly Phonics and have even begun writing. We practice 
writing our names, letters and numbers everyday.  
The children are getting really good now at 
cutting, colouring and sorting, and are becoming 
little  experts  in  English,  it  is  wonderful  
to  hear  so  much  little  chatter  in English.  

PRE-K
A BIG hello from our Pre-K Happy Hippos! Can you believe we have finished quarter 3 
already? How time flies when you are having fun!! Talking of fun, that’s exactly what there 
has been a lot of in our class this quarter. We have all been very busy with our learning 
and all the children continue to familiarise themselves with the letters of the alphabet, 
build on their English vocabulary, and perfect their counting skills and colour 
recognition. This quarter we have also enjoyed a variety of hands-on, interactive 
activities to aid with our ability to recognize various sizes (big and small) 
and pattern recognition. The children loved recreating their own patterns.

Our theme work is always a lot of fun and our BIG theme this quarter 
has been all about Under the Sea – a fabulous theme for little ones 
who love all animals and water! We created our very own Under 
the Sea class display complete with turtles, jellyfish, octopuses 
and seahorses, just to name a few. We had fun with our 
interactive activity board and explored with various fish 
toys and water. We also went fishing with our very 
own fishing rods – counting and grouping the fish 
according to their colour as we went along.

Can you believe we only have one quarter 
left? Don’t worry though, that too will 
be packed with lots of fun activities 
for all the children to enjoy!
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K2 Celebrations
The third quarter has been quite tumultuous for the K2 Girandas class.  We 

had so much to celebrate, but also much to reflect upon.  We welcomed three 

new students to our class, Isabel, Malo and Jamelle.  We started the quarter off  

with our annual Children’s Day celebration on the field and went right into Sports 

Day a couple of  weeks later.  On January 28th, we finally reached the 100th day of  school, 

which we celebrated with a 100 counting party!  February flew by, but we still were able to 

celebrate Chinese New Year with the lion dancers and had a fun trip to Tesco-Lotus!  We have been 

studying folktales (old traditional stories), which made an easy transition into the first 

week of  March’s Book Week celebration!  This year’s K2 author and illustrator is one of  

Ms. Sandy’s favorites, Mo Willems!  We hope to see all of  our lovely K2 parents during 

the Quarter 3 Parent-Teacher Conferences.

K3 Visits the Zoo 
K3 are currently wrapping up an interdisciplinary unit on animals. We started our unit with a special guest visitor Nancy Gibson from 

the Love Wildlife Foundation. She taught the children all about the Slow Loris and how they are being taken from their natural habitat 
in the wild so that they can be used for entertainment and for tourists to take their photo with.  

The children also had an opportunity to see animals up close at Dusit Zoo. The children enjoyed their visit to the zoo and 
enjoyed seeing and learning about the different animals at the zoo. 

In class the children have been reading many non-fiction books about animals.  During Writers Workshop the children 
have been writing their own non-fiction books all about different animals. The children have been inspired by this 

topic and love to write about different animals.

In math we learned about the largest animal on earth, the blue whale. We measured 33m (almost the whole 
length of  the kinder hallway) to see how big blue whales actually are! The K3 children also measured different 

animal footprints using non-standard units of  measurement like snap cubes and buttons.  The children 
also enjoyed using Venn diagrams to sort animals in different ways.

In science the children continued classifying animals based on their different features such as their 
coverings and whether they live in cold, warm or hot climates. 

The children even learned the names of  all the different continents by memorizing a continent 
song, this helped the children to sort where in the world different animals come from. 

The children also loved working as part of  a group to build their own animal habitats. 
They used recyclable materials as well as materials found in nature to design and 

create a habitat for one particular 
species of  animal.
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Wai Khru
Every year on January the 16th, Thai students celebrate Wai Khru to show their respect to their teachers. 
This year Berkeley had the best Wai Khru celebration ever. All of the students came out to show their 
respect to their teachers. Some of the students even had the opportunity to participate in the “Wai Khru” 
game, which was when the students answered questions about Thai Wai Khru traditions to win prizes. 

T eachers’ Day, known 
in Thailand as Wai 
Khru, has taken 
place on January 
16th every year 
since 1957.  Thailand 

holds a special celebration this day 
in order to honor educators. In 
Thai, Wai Khru means pay respect 
to the teacher.  The word and action 
of a wai means to give respect, 
while khru means teacher. In 
order to show respect for teachers 
on this day students present their 
teachers with flowers and they 
sit by their teacher on the floor 
to do a krab. The action of a krab 
is an action where the students 
used their hands to respect the 
monks, parents and teachers.

In Thailand teachers are like 
second parents to the students 

and the schools are second homes 
so the students really see the 
importance of who the teachers.  
Teachers, not only teach the 
students knowledge, but they 
also teach the students manners 
and important life lessons like 
how there are consequences for 
every decision that they make.

There are four kinds of flowers 
used during this special ceremony.  
Each of the flowers has a different 
meaning. Ixora (khem) flowers, 
symbolize intelligence.  Eggplant 
flowers (Dok ma khue) stand for 
respect. Bermuda grass (Ya praek) 
stands for patience or endeavour, 
and the last one, popped rice 
(khao tok) stands for discipline.

For Muay Thai, Krabi Krabong, 
Thai classical dance and Thai 

instruments students will usually 
perform a Wai Khru before 
performances to pay respect 
to both their teachers and the 
person who created the arts.

Berkeley celebrated this special 
day following the Thai Traditions 
of presenting their teachers 
with flowers and bowing down 
into a krab. All of our students 
from PreK to High School came 
to show respect to our great 
teaching staff here at Berkeley. 
The event was hosted by the Thai 
Staff, and narrated by Puffy, Patty 
and Andy. Thank you for all who 
helped put on this special day, 
and for joining us in showing 
respect for all of our teachers. 
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Chinese New Year is the longest and most important 
celebration in the Chinese calendar.. One in every 
six people in the world celebrate Chinese New Year.. 
In Berkeley International school there are a lot 
of students who study Chinese, as well as those 
who have Chinese background or heritage, in which 
they’ll get to learn Chinese culture and language..

On February 18th, we had our 2nd Annul Berkeley 
Chinese New Year celebration.. Lion dancing and 
acrobats started the celebration with uplifting 
drum sound.. 

Students led activities like calligraphy Lucky 
Chinese word writing, fortune cookies, question and 
chocolate coins, tea tasting and Mini-movie about 
Mandarin classes were such a great addition. Chinese 
New Year celebration was a culmination of their 
over a month’s amount of hard work. I would like to 
thank and recognize Puffy,, Patty,, Jenny,, Minnie,, 
Mimi,, Air,, Champagne,, Palmy,, Aimy, and Baitong 
for the great help.. Thank you to everyone who 
participated and helped out.. A special thank you to 
Event committee, Ashley, Tessa and Mel.

Happy Chinese New Year! We Wish you a healthy, 
wealthy and lucky year of the Goat. 

Chinese New Year  
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First Grade Health 
Studies

Lower 

Berkeley’s first grade students recently 
completed a health unit, learning to 
take care of  themselves to feel and 
achieve their greatest potential.  The 
unit began with the students gaining 
a basic understanding of  their skeletal 
system and where the major organs are 
located.  The students learned that the 
body has many vital systems that work 
together.  The students had a great 
deal of  fun collaborating with one 
another to make models of  the human 
body.  After an introduction to how 
the body is comprised of  different 
parts and systems, the first grade 
students learned about the importance 
of  sleep and exercise, how to make 
healthy eating choices, and how proper 
hygiene plays a big role in our overall 
health.  It was evident that the students 
were taking action as a result of  their 
learning.  The students have been found 
eating more vegetables at lunch, have 
made great efforts in packing healthy 
afternoon snack options, and have 
been reminding each other to wash 
their hands.  Instilling the importance 
of  taking care of  ourselves is vital for a 
balanced, happy, healthy life!

Elementary

Second graders have been hard at 
work counting coins in math class. 
In this unit students have been 
learning to work with both Thai 
and US coins to show amounts in 
different ways, and to make change 
when purchasing goods. Hands 
on experience helps students learn 
best, so they have brought in their 
own Thai coins and have plastic 
US coins to work with as well. 
Students will practice using the 
coins in classroom shopping role-
plays but they will soon have the 
chance to do the real thing when 
we have the upcoming Business Fair 
for the whole school.

In the third quarter, Grade 3 joined a 
“Global Read Aloud” or “Book Talk”. 
We read the book  “Marty Mcquire Digs 
Worms!”  By Kate Messner. Illustrated 
by Brian Floca.  Global collaboration 
is a great way to show students that 
they are part of  something bigger.  
We participated with the following 
schools who read the same book at the 
same time! Green Timbers Elementary 
Surrey, Canada. St. Joseph’s Primary 
School Galway, Ireland. Woodmen-
Roberts Elementary Colorado Springs, 
CO USA.

Each week we read and discussed 
3 chapters.  The students answered 
questions and made predictions about 
the story.  With the help of  Ms. Ashley, 
students used Edmodo  in IT class to 
connect with the other schools, and to 
share ideas and pictures. 

The students enjoyed the story, 
collaborating with the different schools, 
and the cross curricular links to LA, IT. 
Science and Social Studies.   Students 
especially enjoyed learning about 
Jane Goodall and Dian Fossey!  They 
completed research projects to find out 
more about these remarkable women.

Going Global
Show Me
The Money

First Grade 
Health Studies Going Global
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GRADE 4
On Friday the 13th of February, Grade 4 went on an awesome field 
trip! We went to two different locations. To learn a little more about 
our current science topic, we visited the Bangkok Mineral and Gem 
Museum. Then to develop our love of reading and literature, we 
went to the Neilson Hays Library.
Our first stop was the Bangkok Mineral and Gem Museum. There 
we learned how minerals and gems are formed, where in the world 
some of the most precious stones are found, how they are cut and 
polished, as well as a lot of other things. We also saw a great many 
examples of different minerals and gem stones.
After that we went to the Neilson Hays Library. It is a beautiful old 
library with a classic library smell! We saw a huge number of rare 
and interesting books, as well as many modern and popular books. 
The library has a fascinating hidden passageway and a beautiful ro-
tunda, as well as numerous other interesting features. The students 

found books in many different genres, written by hundreds of different authors. After look-
ing at the books, the students made beautiful Valentine’s Day cards for friends and family. 
We had a brilliant day, and the students represented Berkeley extremely well! We would 
recommend visits to the Bangkok Mineral and Gem Museum and the Neilson Hays Library 
to anyone!

GRADE 5

In language arts during the third quarter of the year grade five focused on memoir in both reading and writing classes. 
Our main reading text for the quarter was Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai, a memoir of her life as a young girl 
fleeing Vietnam and resettling in Alabama. Not only is the book a poignant account of one family’s journey through the most 
difficult of times, but it is also a book composed entirely of poems, thereby affording students a chance to simultaneously 
study the mechanics of poetry and learn to approach literature through a new format. The students’ response to the book 
was largely positive. Amanda liked learning about poetry because “it tells you things without actually saying them”, while Ivy 
found it “a pretty cool, different way to write stories”.

In writing class the students tried their own hands at memoir, writing two short pieces that used 
real stories from their own lives to highlight aspects of their own, personal growth. Though many 
students had difficulty in thinking of stories to tell or in connecting those stories to broader life 
lessons, the final results were quite good and the students reported a positive experience. Putter 
and Ivy enjoyed the fact that writing memoirs allowed them to learn more about themselves, 
and Charlise said that it was, “…fun. You get to remember what happened in the past.”
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VALENTINE’S DAY 
This year’s Valentine’s Day was all around the 
theme of celebrating friendship. Student Council 
had planned numerous fun events for students to 
enjoy throughout the day. There was a free dress 
day, where students wore pink, red and white, and 
brought donations for the charity Help Live. We are 
thrilled to announce that Student Council raised over 
15,000 Baht for Charity. Additionally, there was a 
bulletin board where students were allowed to write 
messages onto little sticky notes to their loved ones. 
The biggest and most successful event however, was 
the bake sale, where Student Council members and 
parents donated sweet desserts and treats including 
cheesecakes, brownies, doughnuts and many other 
delicious sweets. The money earned from this event will 
go towards the Student Council fund. We would like to 
thank all student council members and their parents 
for donating bake sale items and all other students 
who participated in the fundraiser for Help Live. 

-Written by: Spencer and Ella, Student Council Presidents
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Exciting times in the world of literature continue.  March 2 marks the 
birthday of Dr. Seuss.  Schools all over the world celebrate with reading 
activities during the week of March 2-March 6.  We are doing the same here 
at Berkeley.  Students in Grades 1-10 have been participating in a reading 
competition since February 2.  The contest will end on March 3.  Prizes will 
be awarded.  The top reader in each class will receive a 500 baht gift voucher 
for Kinokuniya bookstore and the top reader in the school will receive 6 
movie tickets for Paragon Cineplex.  On March 6 we will have a voluntary 
“Dress as your favorite literary character” Day.  If students would like to 
come in costume that would be great, but again it’s not mandatory.  I will 
be dressed in costume on that day.  It should be fun!  Kindergarten students 
will also be participating in fun reading activities like reading buddies.  K2 
students will be taking a field trip to Neilson Hays library.  Parents are also 
invited to come as guest readers during the focus on reading week.  Please 
arrange this with your child’s teacher.  I will 
also be awarding Kinokuniya gift vouchers 
to our PK and Kindergarten classes for the 
enrichment of their classroom libraries.  I hope 
that you will also celebrate Focus on Reading 
week with a good book!

This quarter in Visual Art, the 
students have been working 
on a wide variety of projects. 
Grade one created models of 
habitats inside small boxes, 
and then used modeling 
clay to create the creatures 
that live there. The little 
animals really seem to be 
at home in their habitats.

Grade two created collages in the “cut out” style of Henri Matisse. It 
was amazing to see how well some of the students captured the style; 
some of them look like they could have been created by Matisse himself!
Grade three combined different types of continuous and overlapping 
lines to see how they make new shapes where the lines crossed each 
other. They then chose whether they would color the shapes using 
only primary or secondary colors. The results are really fun to look at!
Grade four created a classroom display illustrating principles of design. Their 
challenge was to show both the word and the meaning in the same image. Not an 
easy design problem, but they worked their way through the design process and 
now their display is helping all of the students learn about the principles of design.
Grade five was given the theme of “weather”, which they were 
studying in Science, and asked to create a “painting of weather”. We looked at many different 
paintings with a number of different styles and interpretations of how to depict the weather. Some 
students chose to paint in a realistic style, some chose a more expressionistic style, where as a few 
students experimented with abstract designs. The paintings are quite successful at capturing the “feeling” of weather.
All of the Elementary students also created self portraits to be used in the design of the school yearbook.
The MS Art I class finished their scale model interiors (in the style of The Bauhaus School) and began work on a Pop Art 
themed project. They each chose an artist to emulate, and created their own project in the style of their chosen artist. The 
Middle School Art II class met the challenge of an open themed painting project, with many of the students choosing to 
create unique and varied abstract designs, and one group getting together to create a series of related images in a Pop/
Street Art style. They’re now working on a project where they are the curators of an art show consisting of student work.
The High School classes have been working on the popular Street Art project, taking the time to really research images 
and work on their sketches and designs to meet the criteria of the project. Most are using stenciling in their projects 
which gives the shapes a defined edge as well as giving them the opportunity to make multiple copies of the same image. 

BOOK WEEK
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GRADE 6

UPPER SCHOOL

This last term students read The Adventures of 
Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. As part of 

their formative assessment, the students took it upon 
themselves to perform an abridged version of Alice in 

Wonderland for elementary and high school students. They 
all worked hard to memorize lines, and to create their own 

costumes and scenes by hand from objects found in class. They all 
had less than two weeks to get everything together! This opportunity 

gave students an authentic alternative assignment to 
showcase their knowledge and skills learned while we 

read the novel.  The students really enjoyed putting on the 
play and are eager to do another one soon!

A common question by parents is, “What did you do at school, today?”  The typical 
student response is, “Nothing.”  Everyone knows that answer is not exactly 
correct, but now we can prove it! 
All middle school and high school students at Berkeley International School 
have created their very own portfolio style websites to showcase their 
work. These websites display their final projects and reflections on 
learning for each subject.  They have worked very hard to upload 
their work and discuss both their learning and impressions of 
the projects and units.  These student portfolios also allow 
students to keep all of their work for years to come.  The 
websites will continue to be an excellent resource to 
see how much they have grown over their years at 
Berkeley.  Students also have a chance to individualize 
the design of their website to reflect their personal style. 
 Furthermore, this year Berkeley middle school and high school 
students will participate in the first ever student led conferences.   
The websites will provide a springboard for the conferences to help 
students show and discuss both their work and learning with their 
parents.  They are growing and learning in so many ways and now we can 

see it all in one place.  The websites show that the 
students are definitely doing more than “nothing” at 
school.



 
This quarter in Social Studies the Grade 8 American 

History class made videos to demonstrate their learning. 
Students were studying the founding of America’s government 
and expanded their learning to make videos to promote different 

types of government. Students worked in small groups and 
created videos about dictatorship, direct democracy, 

and constitutional monarchy. Grade 8 demonstrated 
great teamwork and technology skills by working 

together to brainstorm, write, act, and create 
videos. We voted on our most effective 

video as a class and the honor went to the 
boys’ group of Jayden, Didi, Rain, and 

Gabriele. Scan the QR code below 
to see their video! Great work, 

Grade 8!

G o v e r n m e n t
About

Learning
G8

Shakespeare 

From
to Star WarsG9
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Few would argue the importance and influence of the works of William Shakespeare  
in English literature.  However, Shakespearean language can be quite challenging – even 
daunting – for many students.  What if we could introduce the language in a more 
engaging way?  

Enter Ian Doescher, the author of William Shakespeare’s Star Wars:  Verily, a 
New Hope.  Doescher recognized that, like the Star Wars movies, William 
Shakespeare’s plays are full of great stories and intriguing characters.  In 
William Shakespeare’s Star Wars:  Verily, a New Hope, he reimagined 
the entire first Star Wars film as an Elizabethan play, complete with 
iambic pentameter, rhyming couplets, and soliloquies.     
In addition to providing ninth grade students with a 
more appealing way to familiarize themselves with 
Shakespearean language, Doescher’s play also gave us 
the perfect opportunity to explore a major Common 
Core content standard, RL.9-10.9:  Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material 
in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the 
Bible or how a later author draws on a 
play by Shakespeare). 



Ms. Tessa first told us about the KPIS contest about a month ago. We quickly got a Berkeley Band together, 
which now consists of Kong, Andy, Ta, Spencer, Pim and Ella. After listening to and trying out many songs, we 
settled on the song Demons by Imagine Dragons. We practiced early before school for several days, before 
filming and sending our song to KPIS. At the same time, Pim and Ella applied for the song contest with the 
song Stay by Rihanna. About two weeks later, we got an email from KPIS saying that both the band and the 
singers were through to the final! In each category, there were 19 other finalists. The big competition was on 
Friday the 27th of February. There were students from many other schools such as ISB, ASB, and Pan Asia. 
Numbers were drawn to choose the order we would perform and the competition started.  The competition 
was intense since all the other bands were very experienced. We were the 11th band to perform. We went 
backstage to warm up, tune and get ready for the performance. Next thing we knew, we were standing 
on stage in front of an immense audience, with Ms. Ashley and Ms. Tessa beaming with excitement from 
the second row. After a last minute soundcheck and tuning, we started. Although we were really nervous, 
performing was so much fun and, sadly, our song was soon over quickly. We watched the bands that were left 
and took a break to eat lunch. After lunch came the singing competition. There were many strong individual 
singers. Pim and Ella were 13th to perform their duet. They were shaking with nerves and excitement, and 
sang their song with enthusiasm. Other than the competition, there were videos from the sponsors and a show 
by Yamaha for the audience to watch. Then, FINALLY, came the announcement of the prizes. Unfortunately, 
the Berkeley band didn’t make it into the top three, but we still loved the experience. The judges chose the 
ISB band as winners of the competition. Next came the singing prizes, where Pim and Ella won the second 
place! They were so surprised they didn’t even recognize their own names. Overall, it was a really really fun 
day and our band is definitely going to participate again next year!

-Written by the High School Band Members

KPIS MUSIC CHALLENGE
2015

Berkeley Participates in the 
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Learning Gambilngs with Grade 10

The Algebra 2 students have been doing their best to try to figure out how to beat the Las Vegas 
odds!  We discussed the odds and probability of games such as poker, black jack, skunk, and some of 
my own creations. Students learned to look at games in terms of the probability of winning vs. losing and 
decided if the game was fair or unfair before playing. The students then applied their understanding of 
independent, dependent, and compound events to create a game that could be played at home, or at a 
carnival or casino.  When creating the game, they had to provide all the necessary materials to play, write 
an instruction manual, and analyze the probability of winning and losing. The game did not have to be 
fair, but it needed to seem fair to those playing (who are not probability experts like us). 

The game needed to have a specific cost to play and a list of prizes or payouts that could be won.  In 
order for it to be a successful game, the game must actually make money. It also must attract players by 
making it seem that the odds are in their favor. When the project was complete, groups took turns playing 
each other’s games to test the experimental probability, and compared it to the 
theoretical probability that they calculated. The students were very interested to see 
how math could increase their chances of winning money! I take full responsibility 
if any of our students develop a slight gambling addiction.

Which is Better: The Book or the Movie?

It seems like every book these days has a movie to match it. But how do books stack up to their film adaptations? 
This is a question that the grades 9 and 10 EAL students are exploring during third quarter. 
The grade 9 students have recently finished reading Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi. This book tells the story of a 
young girl growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution in 1980. It is an autobiography told in the form of 
a graphic novel, which means that the author uses pictures, symbols, and other visual elements to communicate her 
life story. Students are comparing and contrasting the book to its movie. Then, they are designing a DVD cover 
for the movie, which they feel accurately portrays the differences between the book and the movie. 
The grade 10 students are working on the same project, but with a different book. They have recently finished 
reading The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, by John Boyne. This book tells the story of Bruno, a young boy who 
grows up in Nazi Germany. He moves with his family to one of the most famous concentration camps, called 
Auschwitz. However, he is not a prisoner there, but his father is one of the top Nazi generals. Bruno is not old 
enough to understand what is happening there, and has no idea what they are doing there or what his father’s job 
is. As he begins to explore, he  meets a young boy who is a prisoner in the camp, and soon they become best 
friends. The story is fascinating and the end is devastating...a must-read! 
Both books provide a look into history through the eyes of children and young adults. If 
you are interested in an engaging and informative book, look no further! Both books can be 
found in the Berkeley library. 

Creating WWI Documentaries

Grade 10 World History studied the causes and effects of World War I. They worked in small groups 
to create short documentaries that were aimed at teaching younger students about how WWI affected the 
world. Each group member was responsible for researching, summarizing, and writing a script about one 
aspect of the war. Groups presented information about the causes for the war, weapons and warfare, the 
Treaty of Versailles, and the Russian Revolution. The groups put their scripts together and planned and 
created videos using photos, voiceovers, and acting on the green screen. One group got especially creative 
by using the Phase II construction site to film scenes of a real live trench! We held 
a screening for Grade 4 and 5 classes, and Grade 10 students did a great job 
introducing and answering questions about their videos. Excellent work, Grade 10! 

High School Highlights
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In our point of view unit in grades 6 / 7 Language Arts we explored how 
point of view may impact a story. Consider for a moment an automobile 
accident occurs. Two drivers are involved. Witnesses include four sidewalk 
spectators, a policeman, a man with a video camera and the pilot of a 
helicopter flying above. Here we have nine different points of view and 
most likely nine different descriptions of what happened. 

In fiction, who tells the story and how it is told are critical issues for an 
author to decide. The tone and feel of the story and even its meaning 
can change radically depending on who is telling the story. We read two 
versions of “Beauty and the Beast” understanding that there may well be 
two very different interpretations of the same story.  

We explored many ways of looking through the eyes of others. We wrote a 
newspaper article on Victorian Workhouses exposing “the truth” of what 
was happening. This linked to our reading of Oliver Twist.  Students were 
required to use a newspaper format and conduct their own independent 
research. They were required to use multiple 
sources in order to understand that the truth can 
have many versions. We also chose to rewrite a fairy 
story of our choice in order to show how point of 
view can impact the content of a story and how 
bias and subjectivity can impact a story or article. 

-

“Thai Children Play” is our recent Thai topic 
in Kindergarten. Every week children enjoy 
singing and playing Thai traditional games. 
Through these games, we experience playing 
together, taking turns, following rules, singing 
traditional songs along with the games, and 
having fun with friends! 

‘Mon-son-pha’, ‘Ree-ree-khao-san’, ‘Ngoo-
gin-hang’, ‘Pong-pang’, and ‘Kai-chon’ are the 
games we love to play. Most of the games 
we played have a traditional song to sing 
along which help develop our listening and 
speaking skills. Also learning to follow the 
instructions and the rules of the game is a 
great opportunity for us to develop our global 
citizen skills. Whenever we play these games, 
you’ll see our smile and hear our laughter 
and you’ll realize 
that learning could 
happen through 
fun and enjoyable 
activities.   

A Field Trip to 
Baan Kru Thani

On Wednesday, February 25th, Grade 1 
students had a chance to visit Baan Kru Thani, 
a rice farming learning center in Phatumthani, 
to have a direct experience on what they have 
learned about rice in Thai class.  
                                                                                         
Half of the activities were about Thai culture 
and tradition. Our first graders learned how 
to grate coconut by using a Thai traditional 
coconut grater, which is called Kra-tai or 
rabbit, and mill rice by using a Thai traditional 
millstone. 

There were also some fun activities too! Our 
first graders got to row a boat in a small pond, 
with life jackets on of course, and wear a safety 
kit climbing up on a tree to ring a bell on the 
top of the tree. It was safe but fun and exciting 
too. They also had a chance to ride a buffalo 
like a real farmer!

In the afternoon, all first graders were taught 
how to grow rice in a rice field, standing in a 
muddy field and placing the rice shoots into 
the mud. 

This was definitely a memorable trip for both 
the students and the teachers. It was not full of 
only fun and excitement but also knowledge 
and culture. Now the first graders know how 
hard it is to produce 
rice, so I hope that 
everyone will always 
appreciate the hard 
work of the farmers.

Thai Children Play

Point of View in Language Arts 
Dyslexia Program
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